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Mr. TSIN Tak-shun
(Years of Teaching: 21 years)
Ms. WONG Lai Ping

Teaching Targets
Secondary 1 to Secondary 5
(Drama Education)
Beliefs of Teaching

(Years of Teaching: 7 years)

"Drama like words and speech is a medium for

School

expressing thoughts. Drama Education teaches students

Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School

how to express what they think through drama."
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Interview with the teachers
Drama is popular among

students

at

Pentecostal

Lam Hon Kwong School.
Many students participated,
and

have

great

shown

enthusiasm

towards

drama, which has created a
very

encouraging

study

atmosphere. It has been the
result of the promotions
made

by

Society,

and

also

systematically
Drama

Drama

the

designed

curriculum
students

enabled
experience

the

the

joy

that
to
of

drama starting from junior
forms.

The two subject

teachers
TSIN

of

Drama,

Tak-shun

and

Mr.
Ms.

WONG Lai-ping, both are
very dedicated to Drama.
They collaborated closely
in the past seven years,
working
in

whole-heartedly

designing,

modifying

and improving the school's
Drama curriculum.
In recent years, the introduction
of drama education has become a
hot issue among educators. Many
schools tried to incorporate drama
education into the formal curriculum,
so as to stimulate students' study
interest. However, not many of
them are able to provide a Drama
Education curriculum that effectively
combines appreciation and creation.

Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong
School, is the pioneer among the
schools that are able to provide a
well balanced Drama Education
curriculum. Being the head of the
Arts Education panel of the school,
Mr. TSIN has been developing the
Drama Education curriculum in the
school for nearly twenty years. He
mentioned, "The Drama Society of
our school was established twenty
years ago.
As a kind of
extra-curricular
activities
for
promoting drama, it successfully
came into a vogue. Getting more
exposure
to
drama,
students
developed their interests in it.
Drama even facilitated them to
improve their language skills.
Therefore, seven years ago, we paid
much effort in constructing drama
as a subject into the formal
curriculum, to let students gain the
advantages out of it."

Coping with
Perseverance

difficulties -

However, the two teachers found
it not easy to achieve their goal.
Ms. WONG Lai-ping, Performing
Arts subject panel head, mentioned,
"At first, due to limited resources at
school, there were not enough
suitable venues for practicing
drama. Also the regular timetable
was so packed that it was difficult to
spare classes for the drama subject.
" Though facing these difficulties,
they did not give up their ideas. To
seek for more resources, Mr. TSIN
successfully applied for the Quality
Education Fund. Together with the
support from the school, the art
room was rebuilt into a performance
room to solve the problem of limited

Students
manner.

performed

in

a

masterly

resources
and
venues.
In
coincidence
with
the
school's
response to the curriculum reform at
that time, the school curriculum was
being
restructured,
and
the
time-table
was
rearranged.
Therefore, it provided more chances
for holding drama classes.
In 2000, the two teachers started
drama class in Secondary 1. They
aimed at training students’ ability
in spoken language, and to enhance
their self-confidence through drama.
As the outcome was satisfactory,
they determined to expand the
curriculum to the Senior Secondary.
However, at the same time, they
faced another problem. "As there
are no existing recognized teaching
standards for the drama subject,
and the scope of the subject is so
wide that it is difficult to create a
suitable course outline." Mr. TSIN
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explained.
Therefore, the two
teachers underwent more research
and revised the curriculum over and
over again. Making reference to
overseas
drama
education
experience, together with their
perspectives
and
beliefs
in
constructing the curriculum, and
after years of development, they
finally
created
a
coherent,
systematic
Drama
curriculum
suitable for Secondary 1 to
Secondary 5 students. Now, Junior
Secondary students in Pentecostal
Lam Hon Kwong School can choose
to take the Drama or Visual Arts
subject depending on their interests;
and for Secondary 4 and Secondary
5 students, they can choose one
subject from Drama, Dance and
Physical Education.

Program
designed
diversification

with

Mr. TSIN said, "Drama like words
and speech is a medium for
expressing thoughts. Therefore, the
main focus of our programme
design is to prepare students to
express their thoughts and feelings
through drama, especially the
perspectives on current affairs in the
society." "Certainly, plot production
and performance training are also

important." Ms. WONG said,
"During the lesson, I would give
students a topic for simulation, for
instance "A bullying incident at
school". Then the students were
required to form into groups to
produce a short drama or even a
shot at the spot, and perform it in
front of the class.
Students'
creativity and their ability in critical
analysis of social problems can be
trained up throughout the process."
After
watching
each
other's
performances, students had to give
comments on the content of the plot
and the performance. This could
help them learn how to interpret a
play, and develop their ability in the
appreciation of drama.
In providing more chances for
students to exhibit, the two teachers
organize a Drama night every year,
to let students show their talents.
Apart from exchanging acting
techniques, celebrities in drama
would be invited as guests to share
their tips on performance and to
advise students on drama. Students
like this event very much, and see it
as a big yearly event of the school.

Continuously
adding
new elements

in

Since the launching of the Drama

After being exposed to drama, many students built up interests in it.

subject, Mr. TSIN discovered that
students' ability on speaking and
expressing themselves have been
remarkably improved, and their
self-confidence
has
enhanced.
Moreover, their participation in class
and motivation for learning have
increased too. These are the results
that Mr. TSIN and Ms. WONG would
love to see. For making the drama
subject more complete and vivid, the
two
teachers
continuously
experiment new ideas and add in
new elements. For instance in this
year, they successfully applied for
the Quality Education Fund for
launching a new learning project on
the incorporation of the English
subject in Drama Education. This
project aims at motivating students
to use English to create a plot and
read English scripts. Students can
acquire new experience in drama,
and it also created an excellent
environment for practicing the
English language, so as to stimulate
their interest in learning English.
Having so many years of hard
work, the two teachers were
delighted to see the drama subject
they designed well-received by the
students. Being awarded the Chief
Executive's Award for Teaching
Excellence means recognition and
encouragement to them.
They
would continue to exchange ideas
with other schools on the drama
subject proactively, and to share
their teaching experience. Also,
they hope to learn from the
strengths of others, for improving
the existing programme, and at the
same time promote the development
of drama education among schools.
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Teachers'

Sharing

An innovative project
For a long time drama has been
an activity well liked by students of
Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong
School. We found that students
gained confidence and generic skills
by engaging in dramatic activities.
Students participating in drama were
good at public speaking and
communication.
Holding
such
perspectives and with funding from
the Quality Education Fund, the
School introduced drama into the
formal curriculum in 2000-01. The
project was innovative during that
time as the School was the first in
the public sector to include drama in
her formal curriculum.
The School Administration gave
great support to the new subject.
Time slots were reserved from the
existing timetable. A special room
was allocated as well.
The
difficulties left were an effective
teacher training program and the
designing of curriculum and learning
material. We got the former from
teaching collaboratively with a
teaching artist Andrew Chan working
under the scheme, and he also
helped
us
to
develop
our
school-based
curriculum
and
learning material as well.

Our drama curriculum
Making reference to curriculums
overseas, we designed our own
curriculum which includes six
domains of learning. They are: (i)
Introduction to Drama: covering the
basic concepts of drama, the
Western and the Chinese theatre,
different types of dramas, etc; (ii)
Acting Skills: covering concentration,

Mr. TSIN (Right) and Ms. WONG continuously put in new elements in the drama
curriculum, to make it more complete.

give-and-take,
body
movement,
imagination, observation, voice, etc;
(iii) Drama Elements: covering
dramatic
events,
characters,
relationships,
conflicts,
tension,
focus, symbols, etc; (iv) Drama
Structure: covering the stages of a
drama,
monologues,
dialogues,
stage directions, etc; (v) Stage
Effects: covering sound effects, light
effects, costumes, set designs, etc;
(vi) Drama Appreciation: covering
the appreciation of local dramas,
contemporary dramas, etc.

Learning objectives
The emphasis in our drama
lessons is on the process rather
than the product. The learning
objectives we set are not for the
preparation
of
professional
performance, but the enrichment of
aesthetic experience and generic
skills.
We use drama to stimulate the
creativity of our students. We ask

our students to explore the world
they live in and provide them an
outlet for emotions, thoughts, and
dreams that they might not
otherwise have means to express.
Our lessons provide them with
different environments to explore the
various kinds of life-styles. They
can try out various personal choices
in dramatic situations and bring
precious experiences to their real
life. They can do it safely where
practices and results are examined
and evaluated.
We design various activities
which require collaboration. In the
lessons, they can find opportunities
to
express
themselves
and
communicate with others, which is
essential in their real life. From time
to time, they need to work out
dialogues, tableaux, and plays in
groups. It is our requirement that
they should look for ways to ensure
each
group
member
should
contribute, and to respect the

This is the lesson rundown:

viewpoints of others. We use drama
to develop students’ empathy.
They are required to stay in the
characters of other persons. We
believe that this may enable them to
understand the life situations and the
points of view of others.

Stages

Activities

Preset

1. Before the lesson starts,
mark on the floor of the
classroom a line bounding a
restricted area as shown in
the diagram above.
2. Separate the class into two
groups. Let one group be
in action, and the other
stay observing.
3. A student with his eyes
covered acts as Blind Hero,
sits inside the restricted
area. Her/His weapon is a
gun (represented by a pen)
held in her / his hand. A
diamond
of
10
carats
(represented by a duster or
other props) is in front of
her / him. It's Blind Hero's
task to safeguard this
diamond against Robbers.
Other students in the group
act as Robbers, and stand
on the other end of the
classroom.
They are to
break through Blind Hero's
defense
and
get
the
diamond.

First
round

4. When the teacher commands
"go," the Robbers will move
towards the Blind Hero.
When the teacher commands
“stop,” the Robbers will
keep still immediately.
5. When the Robbers stop,
Blind Hero is allowed to
shoot three times in a
random
manner.
The
Robbers who get shot
should scream out and
collapse on the floor. The
teacher will judge whether
a Robber has got shot.
6. Teacher commands "go"
again,
the
remaining
Robbers move closer and
closer to the Blind Hero.
7. When a Robber moves into
the restricted area, the
Robbers outside can tap on
his body to kill him. Thus,
a Rrobber gets inside the
restricted area needs to
avoid attacks from both Blind
Hero and other Robbers.
8. When a Robber grabs the
diamond, the Blind Hero will
die and the game is over.

Pedagogy
Different from the other subjects
we teach, our drama classes are
fully student-centred. Students take
part actively in lots of games and
activities, including play making,
story
enactment,
imagination
journeys, theatre games and body
movement. Quite often, we become
participants and let our students lead
the class.
We adopt the advice from our
overseas consultant, Prof. John
O'toole that there should be three
basic elements in our drama lessons.
They are (i) to create, (ii) to perform
and (iii) to criticize. The first is to let
our students create according to the
lesson objectives. It could be a
dialogue, a gesture, a tableau, or a
play. We encourage our students to
present their original ideas with
proper dramatic language.
The
second is to let our students practise
their acting skills, or in a broader
sense,
practise
the
dramatic
language they have learnt. The third
is to criticize the forms and the
contents of their works of drama. In
criticizing
the
forms,
students
comment on the dramatic language
used, for example, the acting skills,
the tension created, the conflict
developed, etc; in criticizing the
contents, students is to comment on
the viewpoints of the students, for
example, whether their opinions are

In addition to performing, students also
need to learn how to prepare the stage
setting.

meaningful, inspiring, etc.

What is drama?
To introduce to you what is going
on with our drama lessons, we would
like to share the first lesson plan of
our Secondary 1 drama lesson. The
topic is "What is drama?". The plan
is written based on the fact that most
of our Secondary 1 students do not
have drama in their primary schools.
The learning objectives are to let our
students identify (i) the four
components, viz, actor, acting-area,
audience and action plan, and (ii)
any other elements of drama. The
lesson is mainly in the form of a
theatre game called "Blind Hero and
the Robbers".
The diagram below represents the
classroom setting:

Blind
Hero

.
Robbers
Observers

Diamond
Restricted area
boundary

9. Repeat the game again. In
this round, the Blind Hero
and the Robbers should
repeat exactly the same
Second
movements, the tracks and
round
still images they made in
the
first
round.
The
observers may help the
acting group to recall what
they did in the first round.
10. After two rounds, the
teachers may lead the class
to discuss the following
questions:
‧ Is the activity above a
drama, why?
Discussion
‧ Can you identify the four
components of a drama?
‧ Who are the Actors?
‧ Where is the Acting-area?
‧ Who are the Audience?
‧ What is the Action plan?
‧ Are there any props,
costumes, set, etc?
Third
round

11. If there is time, ask the
students to do the third
round. Ask them to create
dialogues
which
are
meaningful to the scene.
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Summary of Assessment
Our teaching beliefs
As Drama teachers, we try our
efforts to let our students create,
present and comment in our drama
classes.
We believe in their
potential. Every work of drama
created by them is precious and
amazing.
We
do
not
have
predetermined conceptions about
what is right and what is wrong
regarding students’ creations.

Students were deeply involved in the
drama performance class.

Way of Access to Information of
the above Teaching Practice
Please contact Mr. TSIN Tak-shun
and Ms. WONG Lai-ping for further
information

Preferred Way of Dissemination
Workshop, Seminar and Lesson
Observation

Contact
Tel. No.: 2648 8291
Mr. TSIN Tak-shun
E-mail: tsints@lamhonkwong.edu.hk
Ms. WONG Lai-ping
E-mail: wonglp@lamhongkwong.edu.hk

Pioneering the Drama curriculum: Study Drama to
learn about life
The two nominees, Mr. TSIN, the team leader, and Ms. WONG, the team
member, are pioneers in drama education in schools. The team implements a
school-based Drama programme in the formal curriculum. Students can choose
Drama as an elective subject on a yearly basis. The Drama programme they
designed combines principles in Drama in Education, Drama Education, Theatre
in Education and Drama Performance, and aptly allocates activities as Theatre
Games, Script Studies, Drama Appreciation and Drama Creation to let students
experience the dramatic process first-hand to invoke students’ understanding of
themselves, others and the surroundings, and to enhance their critical thinking,
thereby building up students’ positive values in life and their concern for the
country and communities for whole-person development. Starting from this year,
Drama-cum-English cross-subject learning has also been introduced.
The observation of a Secondary 5 drama lesson demonstrated students’
study on drama yielded favourable results. Under the guidance of both teachers,
students, in an hour's time, were able to instantly create and rehearse short
episodes that employed “time and space elements” to illustrate their enquiry of
the diverse views on “school bullying”. The presentation of each group followed
by class discussion showed that students not only could acquire the techniques,
content and forms in drama, but also could build up critical thinking on social
issues through drama activity.
Apart from the formal curriculum, a Drama Society has also been established
to encourage students participation in drama activities outside class sessions.
Over the years, students’ drama productions and performances have won many
prizes and have received highly favourable comments from the school sector.
In addition, Mr. TSIN and Ms. WONG have been active drama teacher trainers
for secondary and primary school teachers. They have also undertaken research
projects on Drama education. Currently, they further collaborate with the
Curriculum Development Institute from 2005 to 2007 in the Drama Education New
Senior Secondary Seed Project.

