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Alison:
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Ms Wong, could you briefly explain the characteristics of your school-based
curriculum?

Miss Wong : We have named our English curriculum as ‘CHANCE’. The 6-letter word

Marcus :

‘CHANCE’ represents the six stages of learning English from C for
Confidence to E for Empowerment. We started off by building students’
in learning English and then moved on to develop their learning habits.
That is the “H’ for habits Then, through the mastery of English grammar,
students gradually enhance the awareness towards the language. That’s
what the *A’ is, awareness. Building on these three stages, we further
provide different English learning experiences for our students so that they
can gradually take up the skills of taking on challenges of learning. That
explains the ‘N’ and *C’, New Experiences and Challenges. Of course,
hopefully, at the end our students would be able to better, empower
themselves by learning to learn English.

Your school English curriculum must have gone through revolutionary changes.



Ms Wong : Well, actually, we didn’t make groundbreaking changes to the English
curriculum. We didn’t change the school upside down for that. What we
have is just a snow ball of mini strategies multiplying the effect as it rolls
across these years. We introduced different small steps in each stage of the
CHANCE programme to motivate our students to learn English. The
so-called “small steps” are as small as having students practising “reading
aloud” every lesson and preparing themselves before the lessons. As the
strategies are small, students can follow the steps easily and climb up the
ladder of English learning step by step.

Alison : Wow! | really want to see how your students learn English every day

Marcus : Let’s enjoy a short play put on by the students of Ning Po College.

Candace: Good evening adjudicators, ladies and gentlemen. We strongly believe that
Hong Kong teenagers are not too attached to electronic gadgets because .....

Mario: Wildlife by Peter Dixon. Why do we say wildlife when wildlife isn’t wild? It’s
mostly soft and gentle, it’s mostly meek and mild.

Mario: Excuse me. Can you please be Silent? 1’m trying to practice my poem.

Candace: Well, I’m trying to practice for debate!

Stephanie: Mario! Candace! What are you two doing? | have never seen you so serious
before. Come out from the right with Alice Li

Mario: Stephanie, | am practicing for the Speech Festival. | want to make it perfect
before seeing Miss Wong today.

Alice: Speech Festival? Again? I think this is your third time joining.

Mario: Yes, you are right! I did not receive any prizes in the past two years but | still
want to try.

Alice: | remember you were also the MC for the Summer English Camp, is that right?

Mario: You’ve got very good memory. It was such a rewarding experience. All the
activities have made me more confident in speaking English.



Stephanie: Candice, what are you preparing for?

Candace: The Interschool Debate Competition Final is approaching and | need to spend
more time refining my script. | haven’t had a chance to go over all my
rebuttals yet. | haven’t had a chance to recite it. | haven’t even...

Alice: Holdon. Calmdown. We are preparing for the final round of the

competition. You already have 4 matches of experience... Everything will be
fine.

Mario: Candice, you’re doing debate? You are only in F2. That is amazing.

Candace: | joined the debate team last year. 1’ve learnt a lot from our coach.

Mario: Coach?  Feel confused

Alice: Yes. I’ve participated in a number of debate tournaments before. Now, | want
to share my experience with young debaters. That’s why the teachers asked me

to become the student coach for the junior teams. Stephanie, is that similar to
why you became the English Club Chairperson?

Stephanie: When | was in junior form, | had the chance to explore different learning
experiences. | learned what | was good at, and had a chance to grow. With
what I learned, | want to help open more doors for the students in our school.

Mario: Your stories are so encouraging.

Candace: Yah, it reminds me of this song. Let me sing it for you.

10



Candace and Alice sing:

This is real, this is me

I'm exactly where I'm supposed to be now
Gonna let the light shine on me

Now I've found who | am

There's no way to hold it in

No more hiding who | wanna be

This is me

Alison:  FEETE RPN A TR LA P EAIFE 2 E M = -

Marcus: We’re here with Mr. Kevin Toong and his students: Patrina, Ai Ly and Teresa.
So, Mr. Toong, could you please share with us how Good Hope School

approaches teaching English to its students?

Mr Toong: | would love to, and it’s an honor to be here today. Traditionally, in many
schools, activities such as debate, public speaking, and drama, is only
available to students in extra-curricular activities. At Good Hope, we have
incorporated all of these activities into our English curriculum. We have found
it exposes students to a much more natural setting for using English, and it
really increases their motivation to learn.

Alison: That sounds very unique and interesting. Would you be able to give us more
details about one of the activities?

Mr Toong: Sure! Our Drama lessons are directly linked to our English and Literature
lessons. In these lessons, students complete a wide range of drama tasks that
are all based around the stories, poems and novels they are reading in English.
They get to explore different themes, subplots and issues that are related to the
text.

11



Alison: And how does this help them with their English learning?

Mr Toong: Well, by creating drama activities for students to explore, they are going

Marcus:

beyond just reading the words on the page and get to physically experience
them. This makes a big difference in deepening their knowledge and helps
them make meaning of the material for themselves. On top of this, students
have to use a wide range of speaking skills in order to complete the tasks. A
lot of group discussion and presentation skills are needed. In lessons,
students learn basic theatre skills for performance, but the main focus is
learning English and Literature through drama.

| see you have brought a few students with you today. Would they be able to
show us an example of something related to drama?

Mr Toong: No problem!  This is just one example of how we can link drama to English.

Teresa, Ai Ly and Patrina wrote this poem specifically for today. After they
had wrote it, | asked them to find a way to express what they had written
through words and movement. This is what they came up with...

Alison: A Fantastic performance girls! May | ask, do you only take part in drama during

Teresa:

Patrina:

Ai Ly:

Marcus:

your lessons at Good Hope?

No, we have many opportunities to do drama. All of our Form 4 students get to
produce their own class musical each year. This is very challenging, but our play,
‘Dragon, Dragon’, was one of my most memorable experiences at Good Hope.

We also have a drama club that enters a number of competitions around Hong
Kong.

And this year our school put on the musical, ‘Alice in Wonderland *, to celebrate
of our 60th Anniversary. We had over 400 students from our school take part
both on stage and behind the scenes. It was an amazing experience!

It seems drama is very much alive at Good Hope. Mr Toong, is there anything
else you would like to tell us?

Mr Toong: Drama is only one component of our English programme at Good Hope. |

believe the work our team does in debating, literature, and public speaking are
as equally important and really give students a well-rounded English
education. Thank you for having us here today.
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