CE addresses teaching excellence award presentation ceremony 

******************************************* 

Following is the translation of the speech made by the Chief Executive, Mr Tung Chee Hwa, at the presentation ceremony for the "Chief Executive's Award for Teaching Excellence and the Teacher Commendation Scheme" held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre this afternoon (September 10):

Teachers, school principals, distinguished guests,

Today is the Teachers' Day, a big day in the education calendar and I am glad to join you all and send my congratulations to the recipients of the inaugural "Chief Executive's Award for Teaching Excellence".

The award scheme signifies the Government's commitment to quality education and the importance it attaches to the teaching profession. Through this scheme, we aim to further enhance the culture of collaboration and excellence in the profession.

Hong Kong's future hinges on education, underpinned by the teaching force. Our teachers' professionalism, enthusiasm and commitment to teaching well deserve commendation. This time the scheme mainly looks to language teachers in primary and secondary schools, special schools and kindergartens. Some of them have excelled in proactive and creative curricular development and production of teaching materials; some have worked out comprehensive and multi-pronged evaluation approaches for their schools; some have developed innovative teaching practices with remarkable boosts in learning interest and outcomes; some have pursued various professional enhancement activities to the benefit of themselves and newcomers to the force. These awardees can serve as a seed team to spread the spirit of quality education. Of course, there are also many more exemplary teachers in other subjects. Today's ceremony is a starting point for us to extend the scheme to teachers of other subjects.! 

Teachers are the major driving force of education reform towards the ultimate goal of effective learning. Hong Kong boasts a pool of high-calibre teachers who work hard with dedication to the well-being of their students. Thanks to their efforts, the results of the reform are there for all to see: the widened learning scope, the improved communication and self-learning abilities among students, and the increasingly diverse options of curricula. Our students have won numerous honours in international academic competitions and student aptitude assessments. The credit goes to our teachers.

Education reform is no easy task. I appreciate that teachers face enormous pressure in the course of reform. To enhance the professional development of teachers and effectiveness in teaching, we will increase teacher-to-class ratio to allow language and mathematics teachers to concentrate on teaching the subjects and to reduce their workload. I hope we can launch the initiative in the 2005-06 school year as our first step, allowing English language teachers to specialise in their own subject.

While the new generations have to study hard to prepare themselves for the stricter demands, teachers have to equip their students well to meet the challenges brought about by the advent of the knowledge-based economy in the 21st century. The teaching profession is tasked with the venerable duty to "transmit the way, impart knowledge and dispel doubts".

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to take this opportunity of the Teachers' Day to pay tribute to the teachers of Hong Kong and extend my sincere gratitude to them for their dedication and selfless devotion to the education of our younger generations.

Congratulations to all awardees. Thanks for all your active participation in this meaningful cause to set examples for your profession. I wish you all success in your future endeavours.

Thank you.

Ends/Friday, September 10, 2004
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