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| extend my heartfelt congratulations to the winners of the Chief Executive’s
Award for Teaching Excellence and the Teacher Commendation Scheme.

Hong Kong is well served by teachers who have real passion and enthusiasm for
their profession. Their outstanding teaching skills, extensive knowledge and full
commitments enable them to give their best to the students. | am delighted to
see the excellent achievements of so many teachers are recognised by the Chief
Executive’s Award and the Teacher Commendation Scheme today. | hope they
would share their exemplary teaching practices with their colleagues, helping to

strive for excellence in education.

Tung Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

(The message from the Hon. Tung Chee Hwa, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion for the Joint Award Presentation Ceremony on the Chief Executive's Award for Teaching Excellence and
the Teacher Commendation Scheme on 10 September, 2004)
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The delivery of quality education hinges on a high calibre professional teaching
force. In Hong Kong, we pride ourselves to have dedicated and hardworking
teachers who play a significant role in shaping the values and developing the tal-
ents and capabilities of their students. The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching
Excellence aims to give due recognition to such teachers with excellent perfor-
mance and foster professional development and a collaborative culture among
teachers. The meaning of the Scheme goes beyond mere presentation of prizes
and awards. The awarded teachers will form an assembly to promote teaching ex-
cellence and facilitate the sharing of good practices. The Scheme also reflects the
commitment to excellence of the teaching profession. All participants, irrespec-
tive of whether they have been selected for the final awards, have demonstrated
outstanding teaching practices and are duly recognized by their students and fel-
low teachers. Hence my congratulations and thanks to all those who have partici-
pated in this meaningful cause and | look forward to your continuous support for
the Scheme.

W

-

Prof Arthur K C Li, GBS, JP
Secretary for Education and Manpower
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The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence is an important milestone in
the professionalisation of the teaching force in Hong Kong. Endorsed personally
by the Chief Executive, the Award re-affirms the importance which the Special
Administrative Region attaches to education and recognizes the key role of teach-
ers in the provision of quality education.

The Award does not seek to identify all-round teachers but to recognize exemplary
teaching practices which result in effective student learning with deep under-
standing. This is the ultimate objective of the on-going education reform.

| am very pleased to see that after a vigorous process of assessment, more than
50 individual and groups of teachers have been selected for the Award and Certifi-
cate of Merit. They are recognized for their professional competence in language
teaching, their commitment to the teaching profession and the community, and
their contribution to student achievement and school development. These awards
bear testimony to the talents that exist among our language teachers. They de-
serve our highest respect and honour.

| congratulate the award recipients on their accomplishments and look to them for
support in continually upgrading the quality of language education in Hong Kong.

{40

Mrs Fanny Law, GBS, JP
Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower
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Teachers form the pillars of our education system and are crucial as the driving
force behind the Education Reforms. The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching
Excellence, therefore, is a great testament to the importance of the teaching pro-
fession. Teachers are often the unsung heroes of everyday life, whose dedication,
commitment and professionalism should be recognized. The Award provides us
with the opportunity to celebrate and honour our teachers.

| am very glad to see that this Award has brought forth so many nominations to re-
mind all of us in the community of the importance of teachers and quality educa-
tion they provide. | am even more pleased to see that 50 individual and groups of
teachers will be receiving Awards and Certificates of Merit, made after a thorough
and in-depth search.

My congratulations to all the winners. My sincere wish is that all the awardees
will continue to use their talents, their passion and their commitment to pioneer

changes under the Education Reform.

Dr Rosanna Wong Yick-ming, DBE, JP
Chairlady of Education Commission
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| have the honour of chairing the Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence
High-level Advisory Panel and hence was given the privilege of looking into all the
nominations in detail. | admire the awardees for their demonstrated excellence in
such a diverse range of professional practices, yet each unique to the very person.
They share, however, two common characteristics: they have all taken students,
and hence student learning, as a matter of their core concern and they all under-
take conscious and continuous reflection of their work. | am sure many will be as-
pired by the awardees” experience. | am also confident that more teachers are
prepared to participate in subsequent rounds of the Chief Executive’s Award for

Teaching Excellence.

Prof Cheng Kai-ming, SBS, JP
Chairman of High-level Advisory Panel
Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence
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The Standing Committee on Language Education and Research recognizes the
critical role played by language teachers in language education. Language teachers
are language models for students. While the professional knowledge, skills and
attitudes of individual teachers have a direct influence on students” learning, the
sharing of experience and collaboration among language teachers is important to
raising the professional capability of the language teaching force as a whole.
SCOLAR is most encouraged to see the launching and successful conclusion of the
Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence. The Award has selected some 50
individual and groups of teachers who excel in language teaching in different ways. |
am sure that there are many areas where the work of SCOLAR will benefit from the
excellent practices of these awardees. | also look forward to the professional
exchange with the awardees for the advancement of language teaching and learning
in our schools.

Mr Michael TIEN, BBS, JP
Chairman of Standing Committee on
Language Education and Research
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The Curriculum Reform is one of the important areas of the Education Reform. To
prepare our children for life—long learning and all-round development, schools and
teachers have the indispensable role of developing school-based curriculum along
the principles enshrined in the curriculum guides and other relevant documents.
Since the announcement of the way forward in curriculum development in 2001,
schools and teachers have put theories and ideas into practice. Innovative and
exemplary practices have blossomed. The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching
Excellence has provided an excellent opportunity for us to recognize exemplary
practices emerged. More importantly, it facilitates the sharing of experiences and
good practices, thereby supporting the further implementation of the Curriculum
Reform.

My congratulations to all the awardees and recipients of Certificate of Merits. | look
forward to seeing their devotion and professionalism being used to further benefit the

Curriculum Reform and Education Reform as a whole.

Prof Wong Yuk-shan, BBS, JP
Chairman of Curriculum Development Council
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The Quality Education Fund is mandated to support and pioneer innovative projects
that bring forth quality education. The Fund is proud to launch, and to see to the
fruition of the Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Scheme which
opened to teachers in language teaching in the first round.

In the Award, we received more than 250 good quality nominations from primary,
secondary, special schools and kindergartens. We underwent a vigorous process to
select accomplished teachers who demonstrate exemplary teaching practices.
These teachers will form an assembly to facilitate sharing of good practices and
foster changes in the teaching culture.

My congratulations to all awardees for their outstanding achievements. My deepest
gratitude also goes to my distinguished colleagues who serve on the Chief
Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Sub—committee; Assessment Working
Group and its four panels on English Language Education, Chinese Language
Education, Language Development for Students of Kindergartens and Language
Education (Special Needs); Publicity and Public Relations Working Group; as well as
Dissemination and Networking Working Group. The Award would not be a success
without the hard work and unfailing support of all those concerned, and the keen
participation by the school sector.

Mr Tai Hay—-lap, BBS, JP
Chairman of the Quality Education Fund Steering Committee
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It has been my pleasure and honour to be associated with the work of the Chief
Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence. In the past twenty months, a group of
education experts, front-line teachers, academics and members of the community
who made up the award sub-committee have worked closely together to set up
the Award - from initial conceptualization to final selection. The recognition of the
excellent teaching practices of the awardees is the culmination of a great deal of
these efforts. | would like to thank those who have been involved, in particular,
members of the Assessment Panels and the Quality Education Fund Secretariat
for their dedication towards this task.

Assessment for the Award covers the key domains pertinent to what teaching
excellence calls for. Throughout the process of promoting the Award, nomination
and assessment, the Award has successfully kindled reflection and aroused
awareness amongst the teaching profession on the need to continually strive for
excellence. And it is in this connection that the Award inculcates changes in the
teaching culture, and in the longer term, help bring the ideals in the Education
Reform to fruition through dissemination and sharing of the identified excellent
teaching practices to the teaching community.

On behalf of the Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Sub-committee,
| would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to all awardees. We look forward
to seeing the outstanding teaching practices being disseminated, which will in
turn stimulate positive changes to the teaching profession in Hong Kong.

::L::X
Mr Pang Yiu-kai, JP
Chairman of the Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Sub-committee
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Background

x7Z Objectives

The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Scheme aims
to recognize exemplary teaching practices and foster a culture of
collaboration among the teaching profession for continuous
professional development. Through the Scheme, we hope —

— torecognize accomplished teachers who demonstrate exemplary
teaching practices;

— to form an assembly of accomplished teachers to facilitate
sharing of good practices and foster changes in the teaching
culture; and

— to foster a culture of excellence in the teaching profession

7 Eligibility
A teacher is eligible for being nominated if he /she-

¢ is a full-time teacher registered under the Education Ordinance
(Cap 279)(including permitted teachers), except those who are
exempted under Section 9(1)(a) of the Ordinance; and

* possesses three or more years of local teaching experience in
the following areas —

(a)teaching subjects under the Chinese Language KLA and the
English Language KLA in primary and secondary schools in
Hong Kong. Private schools offering non—formal curriculum are
not included; or

(b)language teaching activities in kindergartens ; or

(c)language education activities (e.g. communication skills) in
special schools.

Each nomination should be made by one Nominator with the
support of two to three Seconders.

7 Assessment Framework

Following discussions by experts and educators, the following five
domains of assessment have been worked out —

 Professional Competence

— mastery of subject knowledge, skills and language proficiency

— setting appropriate learning objectives for lessons in accordance
with the Learning Targets of the subject, effective organization
and planning of the teaching work to ensure students” attainment
of the Learning Targets

— skills, pedagogy and teaching strategies that are tailored to the
relevant target groups of students, context and environment

— innovative and effective classroom instruction, class interaction
and class management

— effective assessment, evaluation of students” work, and use of
the assessment information

Student Development

— catering for school-based or student-oriented needs by
appropriate adaptation of the curriculum to help students obtain
the desired learning outcomes

— inspiring students of different background and abilities and

motivate them to learn

— making positive impact on students for whole—person
development and the development of generic skills

— providing pastoral care services and student activities

— building trust and rapport with students

Commitment to the Profession and Community

— proactively provide support to the teaching profession and the
community, such as participation in and contribution to
professional sharing activities, dissemination of good practices,
involvement in community services or voluntary work

— production of exemplary teaching materials, involvement in or
contribution to educational research, and / or contribution of
articles on teaching-related topics

— participation in the professional development of novice teachers

e.g. mentoring programme.

Professionalism

— the drive to pursue continuous self-improvement and
professional development

— keeping themselves abreast of developments in education
practices and policies, like the trends and contents of the
curriculum

— setting themselves as role models

School Development

— school-based activities for the learning and teaching of the
Chinese Language Education KLA or the English Language
Education KLA in primary and secondary schools; or

— school-based language teaching activities in kindergartens or

special schools.

Recognizing that teaching practices cannot be anatomized into
discrete areas, the Assessment Panels will adopt a holistic
approach in considering the nominations.

~¢ Selection Procedure

Four Assessment Panels have been formed: Panel on Chinese
Language Education Key Learning Area; Panel on English
Language Education Key Learning Area; Panel on Language
Development for Students in Kindergartens; Panel on Language
Education (Special Needs). Each panel mainly comprises experts
and academics in the education field, experienced school heads,
experienced frontline teachers and parents. High-level Advisory
Panel comprising well-known educators and social dignitaries is
formed to consider and endorse the recommendations of the
Assessment Panels. The decision of the Advisory Panel will be final.

~Z Awards

e Individual Awards

— a scholarship of $25,000 to be used for professional
development purposes and sharing at schools and institutions in
or outside Hong Kong

— atrophy; and

— membership of an assembly of awardees. The assembly will
provide a forum for awardees to share good teaching practices
with other teachers

e Group Awards

— for each group of awardees, a scholarship of $50,000 to be used
for professional development purposes and sharing at schools
and institutions in or outside Hong Kong;

— atrophy; and

— membership of an assembly of awardees. The assembly will
provide a forum for awardees to share good teaching practices
with other teachers.

Nominees whose teaching practices worth commendation may be
presented a Certificate of Merit as a token of appreciation. As the
ATE seeks to encourage collaboration among teachers, there is no
limit on the number of awards to be given. For the first round of the
Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence, 20 nominations
were selected for the Awards and 32 others the Certificates of Merit.

~7 Conclusion

This Scheme has the endorsement of the Chief Executive and
distinguishes itself from others. The Chief Executive’s support
testifies the importance that the government attaches to the
teaching profession.

The Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence Scheme is
operated as a pilot as a start. The Scheme is open to teachers
teaching subjects under the Chinese Language Education Key
Learning Area (KLA) and the English Language Education KLA in
primary schools and secondary schools, as well as teachers who
are involved in language teaching activities in kindergartens and
special schools. We shall organize the next round for teachers of
other KLAs, subject to review of the effectiveness of the Scheme in
late 2004 and availability of resources at the time.

The logo of the Scheme is a blossoming flower to reflect the
dedication of teachers in educating and nurturing our children.
Teacher’s dedication and effort are to children what sunlight and
water are to flowering plants. The petals include a book and a pen
to highlight the Scheme s focus on learning and teaching.

Y 4
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List of Awardees
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(Name of School)
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Catholic Mission School

ReRiEl R AT 2 22

Chan Shu Kui Memorial School

TEiZ PR (/\F5E )

Fukien Secondary School (Siu Sai Wan)
Al HE b

Homantin Government Secondary School
(Rl

Man Kiu College

YWHEI TN

Sha Tin Government Primary School (PM)
BERESHEBR /NS

SKH Tin Wan Chi Nam Primary School
5P cp/NER EA AL

Sun Fong Chung Primary School (AM)

Language Education Key Learning Area

BIkFEEIL/N B

Aldrich Bay Government Primary School
PHUERE NS

Buddhist Wisdom Primary School
B

Good Hope School

NEREJehE

Kowloon True Light Middle School
REBREE/NE EFR

PLK Chee Jing Yin Primary School (AM)
EEHE

St. Clare’s Girls” School

BERTRER

St. Paul’s Convent School

BREEEXMH o B A P
Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Government Secondary School
TCRAR I B

Yuen Long Public Secondary School

SR A (

_EEE
Name of Awardee(s)

BREMRE
Chinese Language Education Key Learning Area
BBiEEE(Tang Kwai—wa)

{7357 (Ho Yin—ping)  E'E 15(Chow Fu—hung)

55 #&(Cheung Yin)  ZI$h%%(Lau King—lok, Alexander)
%8l =(Wong Fung-yee)

550 = (Kan Kar—yin)

28 (Leung Sai-kee, Joseph)

SEH54E(Cham Yuen—mei)

2Bl IR (Hau Fung—chu)
SR 35 (Cheung Mei-ying)
2 E E(Tai Yuen—yuen)

PN S

F#a#(Tsui Ying—ching)
EF571% (Lo Sau—chee)

EXHE

Zi%18(Lee Yee—-mei)
#2 2445 (Hon Kwan-ho)

PEWRE

“(Ng Kit-chee)

22272 (Leung Chui-chun)

N

Petunia Gnanadorai

FE[E IR (Law Chan Yuen—lan, Ann)
FE X ¥5(Law Yim-ling, Helen)
[&77 5 (Chan Pui-yee, Pearl)

838 £ (Grace Pow)
Z=Z ok (Mabel Lee)

2147 (Lau Siu-fan)  ZZEE(Yu Wai-kwan, Silvia)
SRR (Tam Kwai-lan) 32 #5(Man Lan-ying, Nancy)

Rosita Gatchalian Chow

2788 (Ng Kit—-may, Angela May)
Kevin Brunton

EXpZ 162 (Au Yeung Yau-wai, Janet)
27\l (Lau Siu-pei)

= HH(Wong Suet-ming) Z=i745 (Lee Ching-ying)
Bf==2$(Tang Mei—kwan) £ & f(Kam Po—shan)

HRRE)

Language Education (Special Needs)
Z2E(Ng Wai—shan)
5&Jt#m(Chang Kuang-yun, Vivien)

(G2t <l
Buddhist Po Kwong School
REBRERFL TR

PLK Yu Lee Mo Fan Memorial School

2 Hi(Leung Ying)

/N Ep(Lam Siu-ling)
ELSTT(Yip Yee—-fa)

L45¥(Ng Yee-ling)

o ZR38TR (Lai Yin—king)
The John F. Kennedy Centre
( BRI XEBHI)

( In alphabetical order of school name in English )
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Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence
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BRETE
(Name of School)

ERUREE

Name of Recipient(s)

XBESERE

Chinese Language Education Key Learning Area
2Y1£5(Ng Hoi-ying)

BEE HE ST /NE
Baptist (STW) Lui Ming Choi Primary School

Gz PRpECl I AL ]

Buddhist Wai Yan Memorial College
hEEEBEUER A A S/ NE TR

CCC Mong Wong Far Yok Memorial Primary School (PM)
FENBEEEBYPESTESHRTE/NE T TR

Christian Alliance HC Chan Primary School (PM)
EBHYEEESEE /N2

CHR & Missionary Alliance Sun Kei Primary School
BTEFHEE N FF/NE

Hennessy Road Government Primary School (AM)
FEMUER TSRS PE

HKSYC & IA Chan Nam Chong Memorial College
EHEERETE NS

Lam Tin Methodist Primary School

FEEREILLEFNE

Li Cheng UK Government Primary School(AM)

BB PIEFICE P

Lok Sin Tong Leung Chik Wai Memorial School
SEERBEIL/NE (AL )

Ma Tau Chung Government Primary School (Hung Hom Bay)
ST A g Sm (/N2ER )

Maryknoll Fathers” School (Primary Section)

IRE B R /N2

PLK Chan Yat Primary School

REBRIEE/NE EFR

PLK Chee Jing Yin Primary School (AM)
REBEIER /NS

PLK Stanley Ho Sau Nan Primary School
PAGRFIGE

SKH Bishop Mok Sau Tseng Secondary School

EEZhes Svae)

St. Joseph’s Anglo—chinese School
EEEA st

St. Peter’s Secondary School
RIE=[RSRE/NE

TWGH Leo Tung—hai Lee Primary School
ZE=EHFRIADE

Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary School

1R R ARBR

Buddhist Wong Cho Sum School

BAR ISR R ER

Caritas Fanling Chan Chun Ha Secondary School
hIEEBEYE(Aia=E05
CCC Hoh Fuk Tong College
IS FISETS A a5 (/N2 ER)
Maryknoll Fathers” School (Primary Section)

BELBEEDHEPR

Po On Commercial Association Wong Siu Ching Secondary School
= OB

Sacred Heart Canossian College

B EIRE /N

Sir Ellis Kadoorie (Sookunpo) Primary School

EoRER AR

St. Rose of Lima’s College

RN LS P

St. Stephen’s Girls” College

JCRAE K P2

Yuen Long Lutheran Secondary School

BB B E R
Kowloon Rhenish School (Kindergarten Section)

English Language

ZR#1 1 (Chu Kim-hung, Berry)
& WBHE(Wong Yim-yee)
[/ 3% (Chan Shuk—ying)

A #L(Chok Chi—hung) & % Z(Wong Yuk—kam)

&REAE(Poon Lai-ying, Polly)
23 F1(Ng Man—hing)

MiiEE (Lam Tak—yuk, Eddie) F2EE7(Liu Ka—po)
£8 K(Ku Ping)

E AR (Wong Mei—lai)  BFE#7(Wu Suet—-man)
[&5#7(Chan Suk—fan)  13532(Kong Sau-man)
#2275 (Chan Chui—fan)  JEl#1%(Chow Shuk—fun)
Z2E % (Leung Wai—kwan)  E#i#E(Mo Yuen—wah)
[#-£8f(Chan Ka—man, Carmen)

24%32(Ng Wai-man)

ZF  #(Hu Ching)
JeHER(Sze Nga—kiu)  5i/)\ T (Tse Siu-yin)
FETETR (Tsui Kwai-king)
PEEEEI(Chan Wai—man)
fFE4EEE(Chan Tsz—ha)
&BBAE(Tang Ming—wai)  #45 5 (Lam Tsz-ching)
Z2uEhE(Leung Yim—sheung)

8A(Leung Tak-ming) Z22EEES
%5 1E(Wong Lai-tze)

H8EEZ(Ng Oi—ha)

Leung Lai-ha)

BEZ (Pau Kwai-fun)
2% (Lee Man-yee)

JEB4(Fung Yuen—han)
[& 20K(Au Yu-ping)  @B#13E(Cheng Lei-wah)

Education Key Learning Area
ZIEBE(Lit Suk—han)

§@4# 7%(Chung Wai—chee, Mary Julia)
[%#%52(Chan Yee—man, Anne)
227855 (Leung Suk—yee)  Z=/EBl(Lee Siu—fung)
F# %5 (Lo Yuk—fong)
FR5Z(Wong Chau-yee)

E 3% (Mok Yin—ping)
2T 2 (Lau Po—chi)

% =2 (Lin Mau—tong, Kitty)
[& %22 (Au Sin—wan, Anita)

5REE/Z(Cheung Hiu-tung, Becky)
Z=T% (Lee Shui—ching, Kit)

Terri Donlon

hitERAEENRER
Language Development for Students in Kindergartens
3575 (Lam Sau—fong)

& /7 (Wong Siu—kwan)
=545 (Lee Kim—yee)

ENHE (HARR)

Language Education (Special Needs)

AR EESLL R
Caritas Jockey Club Lok Yan School

MATa(Lin Su-mei, Rachel)
EE/#75 (Ngan Sheuk—fong)

2B (Ng Siu-kwan) {EZEH&(Yam Bik-yee, Maggie)
3R EIH(Cheung Sze—kei, Karen) &7 (Ku Kwai-kan)

[EEZN(Chan Lai—fan) 25l (Lee Shuk—yee) Z=/\E8(Li Siu—li)

;%&=JEl(Poon Mei—fung) %
ERIEE (Kwong Chi—kwan)
T EF & (Wong Po—yam, Candice) P&EZE & (Chan Kwan-lan)

#t(Leung Lai-chong) H % 52(Kam Tung-yee)

Z=JEZ(Yuen Shun—
MREZE(Lam Mei—kam, Zoe) 2 Eii(Leung Ka-li)
[ #1188 (Chan Shuk—kuen)  [&] B E(Chow Kwok—leung)

2 2% (Kwok Po—kwan, Maria) 24l (Shum Pui-yee, Ester)

2155 Tk(Lau Man—chu)
f#f%2E(Man Chan Rebecca Eva)

7z 3% (Ling Yuen—ping)

MRAZHB(Lam Man—fai)

| 2228

Z225(Lau Ling-ling)

%255 5%(Pang Wai-sze)

on)

/B8 #E(Fung Hoi-wa, Tammy)

( IRBREOEETREHI )

( In alphabetical order of school name in English )
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Learning Fun with Rhythm and Rhyme

Awardee: Ms. Tang Kwai Wa
School: Catholic Mission School

The magic of games

'Five people in one team", "Six big crosses", "Big flower blossoms
on the heads of seven people"...... To most people word riddles are
just a simple form of amusement, but in the hands of a skilled
teacher like Ms. Tang Kwai Wa they are a powerful educational tool
which unlock the potential of young students and make learning
fun.

Ms. Tang and her colleagues have pioneered their "Diversified
Word Learning Methods — Learning Words Through Rhyme and
Rhythm" since 2000, when they began creating a set of word
recognition instruction materials in order to stimulate and enhance
interest in language learning as a foundation for Primary 1 and 2
students. Those early materials have now become fully developed
methodology which makes full use of the unique characteristics of
Chinese words, including the "picto—-meaning", "picto—phonetic’,
‘phonetic—-meaning", and "basic word recognition method".

Diversified learning

Comprised of eight learning topics with a series of radical Chinese
characterslike" O ", " & " "<& " " A" "AK" "F" "K" and simple
pictographic characters lke" B ", "® ", "K', "B ", "&£ " the
system makes use of riddles and various word recognition methods
which are then applied to a variety of different media. These include
music, physical movement, rhythmic reading, competitions and
also interaction with multi-media software.

Rhythms make sense

Said Ms. Tang, "Primary 1 and 2 students are very sensitive to
rhyme, so each learning module contains a children’s song. For
Primary 2 students, we specially introduce Tang Dynasty Poems,
Yuefu Songs, Poetry of the Sung Dynasty as well as the Three —
Character Classic. Through
the natural rhythm of
movement games it is easy
for children to recite the
poems and texts,
enhancing  their  word
recognition abilities."

This set of word recognition
teaching materials was
originally tested during
extra—curricular  activities
related to language
learning which focused on
reading and listening. In
2002, since  students’
response has been
enthusiastic, the school
developed and introduced

Songs and plays are the offective teaching @ "Vivid and Diversified
methods. Language Programme" for

Teaching Experience: 18 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 3 (Chinese Language)

Primary 1 to 3 students, extending the focus to writing and reading.
The programme is now an established part of the overall school
curriculum.

Today the "Vivid and Diversified Language Programme" is a superb
example of how a rich teaching environment together with
dedicated coaching from teachers helps nurture students and
stimulate pro—active learning.

Vivid and Diversified Language Programme:

Teaching strategies: Use dramas, games and competitions
to achieve student-oriented teaching.

Teaching materials: "Learning Words Through Rhyme and
Rhythm" teaching materials, appreciation of Chinese
classical literature, stroke order practice as well as character
writing practice, Chinese fables and parables.

Writing Practice: Children’s writing, children’s creative stories
writing with their parents, creative writing, situational writing,
use of specialised topic designs with Chinese characters to
stimulate students” interest in word recognition.

Word Practice Activities: Combine language teaching and
daily experiences through activities like "My Weekly Journal"
and "Newspaper Clippings."

Details: http://www.cms.edu.hk

Continuous Improvement

A graduate of the Sir Robert Black College of Education, Ms. Tang
furthered her studies and is now a Master of Education. Building on
the teaching theories of both local and Mainland scholars, Ms. Tang
created supplementary teaching materials outside her formal
classes. Committed to sharing her methodology, materials and
teaching experiences with her colleagues, her contributions to
school curriculum development and reform have earned her
widespread admiration and esteem from colleagues.

My teaching beliefs

"I want children to have happy memories of
their early school life. I aim to lay a solid
foundation for their future intellectual growth.
At the same time, I want to let them

understand more about the value and meaning
of life and to make the world a better and fairer place to live. I believe
that’s what education should be." ~ Ms. Tang Kwai Wa

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACHING EXCELLENCEH;

Y 4

19



BREEE -

o

B8 7= sz fdh

Y=BEX

ERIARE

SEA IRSF | BEE IR [ 3R | FISHELEED
pﬁ):I'EEJBL B$TL.T7!</I\ .;\EP§

S EETHIR 0 ZETIRBINLEHED DR B o

ZiEEE BHUE

BRIGRCTPENELE ) BAKE—H [2BERE
ﬁj ’ =“:P.=Efi7 [FERABR] ~ [EXAER] SRENS
C FREEERP X ZMFERNSZEIES EEZ RS
IEE FEMERARERIE THRENRE » BITRE%

SNHE CEEHEZNERERRI

ARRRERT  ERDPXBEMR="FHEFR/T— EEP

WEEE 8E/15FE/8E/3E
HEHGR  p—F DA (PEIEEN)

HREEFETT [RAPHEEXZEREE] > EPRI

iﬂ/\kﬁﬁgiﬁﬂ%@—ﬁ /&R E
BE/ B>
o EUﬁTTHB CRNBEEE W

B UEELANBEELE B-HEH IR

M) iy B B

SR AN §E 71 A%

/15 E%/X%E@Cﬂ:/mw
AB A RIEB » FHAEZREENEE S
STEREHEERTE

ﬁou\

IEEEY  F|IKALD)

BEBEZmR  BERESIMIIE Bt feEE s
o MAEMBEARERELETENENEE » BRUNLIED
ZHE  PIARHENE BRI - s M S A - EREA
JIR(E © %Eﬂi?"lﬁn‘“_iﬁlf—iIT’EiE%J:%‘BAEUEEEﬁEZ‘Z’
mE—&# ,%nﬁﬂé'f’é%i%’%’}éﬁi B[RO | 0 BURE
E2) %EEH’]WE

EE L ZARHER P R R R BRAS I ST G
ERRZHFTHSIN ENBENSEEE > ERENED
Free o

BHRBE WRSHE

o 2 BRI > £ —RBIREAX - BIEFZ2ME
UREeEER AT EMNARERXTEHENET > F)
wEERERETES  WMNFTERBCHEBUEE [EF
8| BIEER - TRV BREFREGSH 0 5ES
BAR 0 BHSIEEEMNE o

XBlgn o p=FERNET 0 EMANASREBRNEE
B BRBARNES PR - #E 0 LREHAR
BEEN  REBARR o B4 X2 BENEEMHHES

o AEWENBF s EFNH#E 0 BRI T HEEH 0K

Djk o

ZuLEE IEREEED
FENHEETHEERE . [NSFRE| > BETFREX

FEEAE  ZORBEXEF TRASNESERESZEN
T MAIE > DUEE [NFF -~ REE | 23 HR
(BERE) WRERRAY  BESAFENREN 25
ErRERS > BNRERNENHE > FR [FHES
B XFEHPEBEXHER  REEFRERXENRE
REE2FNE;N -

HEERNNE TEHZMARDIRE > AXBEAEE
BEEITE T HIEN XL » KXEMHEBR  REBR 2=
BR o BOESMNEEKE o ZRGHE » A EME R
REBIEPLETITEEE » < Z00 T UE 2RI EEEH
BRBFEL HEZMAET o

[REFERZHEIEBMMANEEE ) - RELY  RMAGTEEEAEN
ZEHER) MR TAERAT » B AR RER - IR
BRER ERGER R ERE o | ~ RBRESHEREZM

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACBING FXCELLENCE

Setting Learning Benchmarks

to Achieve Objectives

Awardees: Ho Yin Ping / Chow Fu Hung / Cheung Yin/
Lau King Lok, Alexander
School: Chan Shu Kui Memorial School

Promoting self-improvement

Each student at the Chan Shu Kui Memorial School has a "Learning
Progress Portfolio" for him to know his strengths and weaknesses in
the learning of Chinese Language. By writing lesson critiques and
suggestions regarding self-improvement, teaching and learning
have become more effective.

Three years ago, acting on the proposal of the school principal, the
Chinese Language teachers began to formulate a "School-based
Chinese Language Learning Benchmark" (£ 4t B 25 30 82 & £ %)
for Form 1 to 5 students. The Benchmark covers eight core learning
areas (listening, speaking, reading, writing, self-learning, literature
and culture, ethics and thinking) and 45 major items. It also
identifies learning objectives for different learning stages according
to the progress of each student. Moreover, teaching module
activities are designed to enrich students” overall learning
experience. Itis clearly a large—scale project.

Enhance the drive to succeed

Mr. Chow said, "To give students a sense of satisfaction and
stimulate their learning motivation, both teachers and students need
to clearly understand what improvements are required so that
appropriate arrangements can be made to help students achieve
their goals. For example, weaker students will join remedial classes.
Once they've attained the required standard, they can stop
attending the classes. Teachers, too, clearly note the required
benchmark on students” work sheets for each learning module.
Upon completion of each module, students are required to take a
"Progress Test" (# Al 8 B ) to measure their understanding of the
topic."

The breakthrough in Chinese teaching at Chan Shu Kui is not
limited to formulating a benchmark assessment mechanism, but
also includes the introduction of activities and lessons to enhance
students” interests.

Fun learning emphasizes participation

Ms. Ho noted, "Practical writing used to be a tough job for Form 1
students. Today, teachers design more interesting activities for their
classes like fun fairs in school. Students are required to design
"promotional packages" including posters, activity descriptions and
invitation letters for guests. All these stimulate students” interest in
learning."

Another example of participation is the discussion module for Form
3 students. To train students” critical thinking, teachers once made
use of a pilatory advertisement on TV and asked students to point
out the stand points and "evidence" used in the advertisement and
to express their opinions. Such critiques, group discussions and
role—play sessions maximize the effect of learning and make the
learning process enjoyable.

Years of Teaching: 8 years / 15 years / 8 years / 3 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 5 (Chinese Language)

A game corner in the school’s Chinese Week.

Diversified learning

The challenging reforms have also helped foster a culture of
collaboration among teachers. They observe lessons, make
suggestions and share resources for advancement in professional
standard. Special trial teaching activities also include "Quick Draft"
(/NEF%REE), in which students are required to write a short draft so
teachers can judge if students understand the topic. Moreover, a
set of strategic reading materials, "Articles for Self-learning" ({8 £
E=)) have been developed to enhance students’ reading abilities.
Students also have 'reading passports'. The school’s Chinese
Language website has become a popular platform for students to
publish their essays, which is another way to motivate learning.

As awardees, the teachers extend their thanks and gratitude to the
principal for providing administrative support which allowed them to
prepare teaching materials during their free lessons.

Our teaching beliefs

"Students need a sense of success to
motivate their continuous learning.
| That’s why we design activities according
to students” interest and abilities.
Although this creates a heavy workload

for us, we enjoy it. When students tell us
that they love their Chinese Language lessons, we think our hardwork is
worthwhile." ~ Awardees from Chan Shu Kui Memorial School
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Stimulating the Interest

to Read and Write

Awardees: Wong Fung Yee / Kan Kar Yin
School: Fukien Secondary School (Siu Sai Wan)

Designing quality curricula

Despite heavy workload, Ms. Wong Fung Yee and Ms. Kan Kar Yin,
teachers of Fukien Secondary School (Siu Sai Wan), took the lead to
design teaching materials suitable for their students to stimulate
their interest in learning, both in curricular and extra—curricular
activities.

The newly designed curriculum for each form consists of ten
modules. From setting learning objectives to the selection of
teaching articles, these two teachers started from scratch. During
the process, they are determined to conduct extensive trial lessons
to fine—tune their curricula. When designing the curricula, due to the
lack of teaching materials in Hong Kong, they made reference to
relevant teaching materials from China, Taiwan, Japan and even
Canada to enrich the programme contents.

Growth through reading

Ms. Wong said, "Hong Kong students seldom read or write. With
this ability—oriented teaching model, three compulsory articles are
selected for each module for focused teaching. Then students are
required to read seven other articles in the same module during
lessons and to make a presentation. Teachers will then give their
comments. This will enhance their self-learning ability.

A "Trial Reading" programme on classic literature has also been
launched. Teachers prepare their own teaching materials in 3 000
words which summarize chosen pieces of Chinese Classics,
supplemented by excerpts. The aim is to arouse students” interest
in reading so that they would borrow Chinese Classics from the
library to read. To date the programme has met with great success.

Encouraged to write

Writing assignments are also meticulously prepared by the
teachers. To improve their writing speed, Form 1 students are
required to write articles of 600 words during composition class.
This requirement is much higher than that of the other schools.
Teachers will give suggestions on how to write. Students’
exemplary articles of the same topic will also be shared to
strengthen their confidence in writing.

"Read more. Write more". On top of the composition lesson,
students have to write one aritcle per week as homework. While
teachers will not mark these "extra writing", the school will help
students publish their articles for those who write 40 or more essays
a year as a token of recognition. Highly motivated, students take
initiative to correct their works repeatedly, and invite their
classmates to review their articles. For teachers, this is also a
learning process. To date, the school has published more than 100
collections of student essays.

Years of Teaching: 23 years / 8 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1to 7 (Chinese Language)

Peer observation enhances teaching

In addition to designing teaching materials, the two teachers also
promote research to enhance their ability in teaching. Teachers
prepare lessons together and share opinions. Moreover, the school
has successfully established a culture of class observation by
peers. The results are encouraging.

Ms. Kan said that at first, teachers were not familiar with this kind of
activity. So she took the lead to foster a positive and meaningful
teaching culture. In just 4 years, more than 200 times of peer class
observation have taken place. Teachers now accept peer class
observation as a great learning opportunity. They have also
organized the largest class observation activity in Hong Kong which
was open to the teachers and parents from other schools. Both
teachers and students benefit from this as students pay more
attention to their class performance when being observed .

The two teachers said that the school emphasizes enhancement of
teaching quality while addressing students” learning interest at the
same time. The school hopes that students will have an enjoyable
learning experience that strengthens their self-confidence.

Our teaching beliefs

"When designing teaching materials, we insist
on quality to maximise benefit. During their
| teaching careers, teachers should continue to
gain new knowledge and update themselves
with new teaching methods so that students can

learn more effectively."
~ Awardees from Fukien Secondary School (Siu Sai Wan)
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Chinese Classics Set the

Foundation for Learning

Awardee: Leung Sai Kee, Joseph
School: Homantin Government Secondary School

Classical literature - a superb resource

Classical literature means boring? This may be a wrong impression
only. A more meaningful question from the education angle may be:
how to make the Chinese Classics a meaningful curriculum, which
enable students to learn the essence of Chinese morality, ethics
and culture — a foundation for life—long learning.

A Chinese cultural study sample.

Making ideals come true

Under the support of the former principal, teachers at the Homantin
Government Secondary School have introduced a classical
literature curriculum for Form 1 and Form 2. As the subject panel of
the Chinese Language, Mr. Leung Sai Kee examines how Chinese
Classics are taught in China and Taiwan and widely studied
relevant materials in order to design a full curriculum for a complete
academic year for the two grades.

When learning is fun

Mr. Leung said, "Form 1 students study classical filial stories and
the less difficult Tang dynasty poems and Form 2 students study
Sung Dynasty poetry as well as the Three—Character Classic.
Students learn rhythm and rhyme in different ways including
role—play and drama, followed by group discussion, where we ask
students to share their opinions."

This teaching method, which caters for different capabilities and
grades, has been quickly accepted by students. Mr. Leung also
believes that this way of teaching strengthens students” language
abilities. Hence, he and his colleagues have been working closely
to compile extra teaching materials and conduct activities, develop
extended learning topics and follow—up activities for students.

A respected scholar

With his passion for Chinese culture, scholarly learning, charm and
courtesy, Mr. Leung has become a role model for his students.

Years of Teaching: 25 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 6 (Chinese Language)

'Mr. Leung is an excellent teacher. He explains clearly and uses
excellent examples. His teaching goes into great details and is very
well prepared," commented one of his students.

Mr. Leung actively promotes the "Extensive Chinese Reading
Program' (th X & ;% B & 5t #l) in which students are required to
read designated books and write reports. Even if students only read
a few pages (of classical literature) and write their first report, Mr.
Leung believes it is still worthwhile as they still have a chance to
read Chinese Classics. The number of books read had increased
under the unfailing support of teachers.

Mr. Leung always shares with others his teaching experience.

Devoted and innovative

Under the leadership of Mr. Leung, the morale of the Chinese
Language panel is high. Colleagues are encouraged to pursue
further studies. With the help of a "School Development Subsidy"
awarded by the school, he implements extra—curricular activities
and develops a new reading program. He has also initiated
multi-disciplinary projects such as the "Learning Classics and Arts"
where students are taught Chinese calligraphy, drawing and folk art
by art teachers.

Mr. Leung believes he has been lucky to have taught at Homantin
Government Secondary school for a quarter century as its excellent
teaching environment generates a strong commitment that drives
him in his teaching to do his best. He always uses the school motto,
taken from the I1-Ching to reflect on himself. "The movement of the
heaven is full of power, thus the superior man makes himself strong
and untiring."

My teaching beliefs
"Understand students” interests and
know their differences. Then design
curricula that suit the needs of
students, school and society. Pay

attention to  students” language
proficiency and facilitate them to
recognize, learn and use Chinese language to strengthen their
communication and  thinking abilities. Teaching must be
student-oriented."~ Mr. Leung Sai Kee
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Teach with Heart

Help Students To Achieve

Awardee: Cham Yuen Mei
School: Man Kiu College

Years of Teaching: 19 years

"Under the Azure Skies,
Ms. Cham leads us with her smiling face,
Through the zigzagged and winding path of
life.”
—Chu Hoi Fung
Form 2 Student

Ms. Cham Yuen Mei loves this poem written by a student who tried
to incorporate her Chinese name into the poem to express his
feeling towards his esteemed teacher. Ms. Cham said that he was
just an average student but the poem came from his heart. It is his
sincerity that moves her.

Ms. Cham explained that since the implementation of a new
curriculum in which students are free to decide their own essay
topics, their interest in composition increased significantly. Said Ms.
Cham, "l had never imagined that Form 2 students could write a
composition of 1 500 words. | shared their compositions with Form 4
and Form 7 students and they felt ashamed of themselves." To
encourage students to write, their essays were uploaded onto the
school’s website. Peer appreciation sessions were arranged so that
they could inspire one another to enrich the content of their own
composition. The students now feel that their hard work and effort
are recognized.

Asking, criticising, questioning, appreciating

In recent years, curriculum reform has led teachers to tailor-make
activities based on students” ability, focusing on reading, speaking,
listening and writing. Student-teacher interaction is also
emphasized. Students are encouraged to question and to
challenge each other. As students naturally like to talk, Ms. Cham
thinks that the interactive teaching methods promoted by the new
curriculum has helped create a natural environment which
enhances student involvement and strengthens the motivation to
learn.

When motivated, students” progress exceeds expectations. Ms.
Cham remembers how a class of Form 2 students was once
discussing an article, she was astonished when one student
asked, "Why does the writer use such a particular setting?" As the
question contained a sense of inquiry, it surpassed the basic task of
identification intended for Form 2 level. There was also a time when
students were asked to choose their favourite compositions. Again,
their choices and explanations indicated a high level of
appreciation. For Ms. Cham, these intellectual leaps are clear
indications of the success of the programme.

Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 7 (Chinese Language)

Informative materials inspire students

As the head of the Chinese Language panel, Ms. Cham takes the
lead to research, design work sheets, prepare teaching materials,
and encourage other teachers to participate. Each piece of
teaching material is a treasure for teachers. In one exercise she
uses the stories of physically disabled athletes to teach
biographical writing skills, and to inspire her students through
passion.

Ms. Cham is a teacher who loves to acquire new knowledge. She
always participates in seminars to enrich herself. A school visit to
Shanghai in 2000 to study the "Successful Education" teaching
model stimulated her interest towards educational systems and
successful elements in the Mainland which she has integrated into
her materials. She wants her students to be attracted and relieved
by her lessons so she keeps on learning new skills and techniques
to share with her students. For Ms. Cham, a current issue, story or
someone’s philosophy of life are all relevant and valuable teaching
aids.

Assessment according to students” abilities

Since 2002, Ms. Cham has adopted an assessment programme
methodology used by Mainland Chinese teachers. ( [ E&% 5148 & 4%
RREERETEER | 5F#)). Firstly, teachers design 3 levels of
test papers (A, B and C) according to students” abilities. All
students first answer the questions on paper B. Students are then
required to answer paper A or C according to the results of paper B
to further enhance and consolidate their knowledge. Ms. Cham
believes that this method is extremely effective as students were not
intimidated. Most of them strived to attempt all the test papers.

Ms. Cham’s selfless contributions make her an exceptional teacher.
Solid and innovative teaching plans and pastoral care are the
characteristics of her teaching.

i

%" My teaching beliefs
-I"l""h A past student once told me, "Ms
iy Cham, dont worry. Although I am
not good at my studies, Ill never be a

scoundrel." As a teacher, I think I
have trained a good guy and a
hardworking citizien for the society. I
want them to know they have their contribution though their academic
performance is not satisfactory. ~ Ms. Cham Yuen Mei
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The Three Steps to Creative Writing

Awardees: Hau Fung Chu / Cheung Mei Ying
School: Sha Tin Government Primary School (PM)

A mind map illustration exercise.

Step One: Creative composition topics

Conventional composition topics are "A Letter to Mother" or "If |
Were a Pencil". Now, those topics are changed to "A letter to XX" or
"If I were XX". Students in Ms. Hau Fung Chu’s class use their
imagination to set composition topics for themselves. There are
always a lot of creative and interesting ideas. Just to name a few: "A
letter to Prof. Arthur Li /Doraemon’, or, "If | were David Beckham/a
Cockroach'!

Step Two: Brainstorming for creativity

To enrich students” creativity, teachers not only arrange a
comprehensive reading programme, but also create brainstorming
opportunities for students to discuss different topics and express
their opinions. These creative sessions include a variety of
elements. For example:

"The Flood of Ideas": Teachers do an initial demonstration and
students are then divided into groups. Students are asked to write
down vocabularies associated with the topic on a large piece of
paper including adjectives and verbs. Teachers then invite students
to explain the words that are not commonly used.

‘Mind Map": Students learn the relationship between concepts by
listing associated ideas with the designated topic.

‘Five Senses” Writing": An experiential learning activity where
students learn through sensations and actions like making
dumplings or visiting an amusement park.

Step Three: 360-degree feedback

Teachers said students are thrilled to give and accept feedback
from classmates on their compositions. Parents are also invited to
give brief comments. Parents who are unable or incapable to do so
are encouraged to express their appreciation by awarding their
children a sticker or a simple word of encouragement such as
‘good".

Preparing teaching materials

According to Ms. Hau, the school launched the "Creative Writing
Programme" four years ago and extended it in a step—by-step
manner to the whole school. This programme is also aligned with
the modules taught in the curriculum so what used to be a

Years of Teaching: 11 years / 8 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 6 (Chinese Language)

one-lesson composition period can become a project that lasts up
to two weeks. For each project, teachers design work sheets and
sample compositions to suit the learning needs of students at
different levels. The curriculum of Primary 1 and 2 are theme based.
Those for Primary 3 and 4 focus on capabilities. After years of effort,
the school has developed a good repertoire of teaching materials
including a "Creative Writing Teaching Archive' and a "Modular
Teaching Material".

Both Ms. Hau and Ms. Cheung believe that although teachers have
to do more preparation, students love their composition lessons and
enjoy using their imagination to develop interesting ideas. They
thank the Curriculum Development Council for their support in
sending experts who gave them advice and support. They
commented that team work has also been a major reason for their
success.

Combining reading and writing

Writing is an output activity and reading, input activity. The
school has saved no effort in promoting reading. Three years
ago, they began to buy the same book for each level of
students and arranged extra lessons for students to read and
discuss. Ms. Cheung said, "Group reading is warmly
welcomed by students and it helps stimulate their motivation
to read interesting books." Ms. Cheung added that they
purchased fun storybooks for lower level students, while
Primary 5 and 6 students would start reading literary books to
enhance their literary appreciation abilities.

Practice makes perfect

Ms. Hau and Ms. Cheung both believe in giving students
challenges and opportunities to practise and develop their skills.
For example, students are encouraged to participate in "One minute
a day', a public speaking activity. This activity aims to help students
attain the different levels of success: "dare to speak’, "can speak"
and "good at speaking".

Students” class compositions are also categorized into three
grades: high, medium and low as part of the "3—grade evaluation"
system. Teachers will only pick out the best article for detailed
marking which will be used for discussion with students.

Our teaching beliefs

"Praise is an important motivation for

learning. Teachers have to pay

attention to students” experiences
= and respect their opinions. Very often
| i i i their opinions are pure and innocent,
hence providing a valuable learning experience for teachers. A
professional teacher must possess knowledge in culture and teaching
wisdom to accomplish a genuine human-oriented teaching philosophy."

~ Awardees from Sha Tin Government Primary School (PM)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACHING EXCE‘LLENCEE
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Sltuatlonal Teaching Approach to

Promote Putonghua

Awardee: Tai Yuen Yuen
School: SKH Tin Wan Chi Nam Primary School

Leverage strengths

A teacher with a sweet, soft voice and a kind smiling, face is easily
accepted by students. However, the charm of Ms. Tai comes not
just from her look and demeanor but also from her dedication and
devotion to promoting Putonghua.

A graduate from Gui Zhou University in 1994 and a certificate
holder in Primary Education from The Hong Kong Institute of
Education, Ms. Tai has dedicated her career to education. As the
head of the Putonghua subject panel, she makes use of her
experience in drama, public speaking in Putonghua, as well as her
learning experiences in China to introduce new elements into the
Putonghua teaching programme.

Developing Primary 1 pinyin materials

Ms. Tai said, "In the past, students used to learn Putonghua pinyin
in Primary 4 due to the belief that students would confuse the
Chinese phonetic alphabets like "a", "e", "i", "0" and "u" with English
vowels. However, if students are taught in the right way, they can
differentiate between the two languages. That's why | began to
create the Putonghua teaching materials for Primary 1 students so
that they can learn Putonghua earlier."

As there were no teaching materials available in the market, Ms. Tai
prepared her own materials, including exercises and tapes.
Experiences reveal that teaching brings significant improvements in
pronunciation and usages of Putonghua in her students.

Competitions enhance learning

In order to introduce more situational teaching opportunities, Ms.
Tai encourages students to participate in various public
competitions including Inter—school Speech Festivals, Inter—school
Drama Festivals, performances on National Day and other events.
Ms. Tai said, "Regardless of their Putonghua proficiency, as long as
students are willing to participate, | am willing to train them, not for
winning but to help them develop their confidence and courage."

This year, Ms. Tai entered 70 students at the Inter—school Speech
Festival, a significant challenge for any experienced teacher. Ms.
Tai turned the school and her home into training venues. She
believes that the competition results represent not just awards for
Putonghua, they also learn to be more patient, hardworking and
modest. They have also improved their interpersonal skills.

Ms. Tai’s situational teaching activities are not limited to
competitions. She encouraged students to join drama competitions
held in Fo Shan, China. She promoted a "Putonghua Ambassador"
programme, and launched a "Putonghua DJ" programme in her
school. She established a Putonghua Radio Station for
broadcasting on Fridays and organised children’s poem
composition contest. These activities prove that learning can be fun
and interactive. Ms. Tai’s contributions and hard work have earned
her the trust of her school principal and support from her

Years of Teaching: 6 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 6 (Putonghua)

colleagues. Recently, she completed a degree programme at the
Open University of Hong Kong as a further commitment to
improving her knowledge and skills.

In the classroom

Students love Ms. Tai’s flexible and funful teaching methods.
For example, when she teaches the word "pencil’, she will
drop a pencil on the floor and ask, "What was dropped?"
Students will then look around and answer loudly, "pencil”.
Another example is that when students answer correctly in
games, Ms. Tai will lead the class to clap their hands and say
in Putonghua, "Great! Great! You are great!"

My teaching beliefs
. "As a teacher, I have my own responsibilities. |
| try my best in everything I do so that I will not
regret. Seeing that students who did not know
how to express themselves in Putonghua and

then finally make it, I am satisfied."
~ Ms. Tai Yuen Yuen
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Settmg a Solid Foundation for

Putonghua Learning

Awardees: Lee Yee Mei /Lo Sau Chee /
Hon Kwan Ho / Tsui Ying Ching
School: Sun Fong Chung Primary School (AM)

The first Putonghua-medium subsidized primary school

Most students may not find it too difficult to recite the whole piece of
Three—Character Classic in their mother tounge because of its
rhyme and rhythm. However, the students of the Sun Fong Chung
Primary School (AM) are able to recite the whole Three—Character
Classic fluently in Putonghua. This is really outstanding.

Since its establishment in 1987, the school has insisted on using
Putonghua as the medium of instruction for all subjects except
English Language. It is also one of the pioneers in implementing
education towards biliteracy and trilingualism. To start everything
from the beginning, teachers had to adapt existing textbooks and
put their focus on rhetoric and the use of words in order to conform
to the norms of Putonghua. Moreover, as the first subsidized
primary school to use Putonghua as the medium of instruction, it
had to face pressure from anxious parents.

Dedicated to building students” fluency in Putonghua

Ms. Tsui Ying Ching graduated from Fudan University, Shanghai,
while the other three awardees learnt Putonghua in Hong Kong. Ms.
Lee Yee Mei, vice—principal of the school, recalled her early days of
teaching, "l only realised that | had to use Putonghua to teach
during my work interview. At the beginning, | wondered if it was
feasible. However, the enthusiastic response of the students and
the support of my colleagues made me believe that it works." With
the support of dedicated teachers, students” proficiency in
Putonghua improves significantly.

Five years ago, the school began to teach Chinese phonetic
alphabets. Ms. Lo Sau Chee said that some words looked difficult
but when students mastered such alphabets they were able to read
the word out using phonetics. Ms. Lo is serious about her teaching
preparation and conducts a comparative study among her Primary
1 classes before launching a new curriculum. She has developed a
"Hand Signal Exercise" to help students remember pronunciation
through gestures.

Putonghua inside and outside the classroom

In addition, the school has tried to integrate the subject contents of
Chinese  Language and Putonghua and design a
Putonghua-focused curriculum. Students learn the phonetic
alphabet in Primary 1, neutral tone and r—suffixation in Primary 2,
and read words and syllables according to their syllabus in Primary
3. All the examples, exercises and activity work sheets used in the
curriculum are prepared by the hardworking teachers.

The school is also dedicated to promoting IT as a teaching aid. The
website of the Chinese Language subject has been meticulously
designed and contains fabulous self-learning materials including
classical poems, fables and parables, stroke orders and the Three
Character Classic.

Years of Teaching: 17 years / 16 years / 20 years / 10 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 6 (Putonghua)

students during recess.

Students present in
Putonghua in class.

Promoting Putonghua competitions

With the support of the principal and other teachers, this dream
team of four teachers is dedicated in promoting various Putonghua
activities in school to create more opportunities for students to
practise their language skills. For example, they arrange students to
be M.C.s in weekly assemblies and act as "Putonghua Tour Guides"
or "Putonghua Ambassadors" to welcome visitors.

Last year, the school was proud to be honoured with the Golden
Award for Outstanding Excellence in Putonghua ( [ B & E L
B s5 2 & | ). They were also the winners of various public
competitions. Teachers know that students are proud of their
proficiency in Putonghua. These experienced teachers also actively
attend skill-sharing sessions and pay visits to education
practitioners in China to observe their teaching.

Our teaching beliefs

"We insist on our belief in teaching
Putonghua, which is to cultivate
outstanding people for the nation. We
also believe that team spirit is the
driving force of our overall work. All

teachers make great contributions to
Putonghua teaching in school. We also see progress and gain experience
in Putonghua teaching through the continuous research and design of a
host of different creative activities."

~ Awardees from Sun Fong Chung Primary School (AM)

The Putonghua Ambassadors
are playing games with other
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A Magical Teacher

Makes English Teaching Fun

Awardee: Ng Kit Chee
School: Aldrich Bay Government Primary School

Students are having fun in the classroom!

Stimulating teaching methods

A Primary 4 student introduced his round-faced little brother in
class: "My brother’s face is round. His face is as round as the moon."
Expect the unexpected in Ms. Ng’s innovative English Language
class. Ms. Ng Kit Chee is an English Language teacher who uses
her students” own interests as study materials. She regularly asks
students to bring their favourite things to school so they can learn to
make English sentences. When a student wanted to bring his little
brother to school, Ms. Ng agreed. It was a very successful class.

Having shown that anything is possible in Ms. Ng’s class, students
are now happy to take the initiative. For one class, groups of
students made models of shopping centres introducing various
features in English one by one in order to create sentences like
"There is a in the shopping centre." This activity then
quickly developed into a heated debate as students critiqued the
shopping centres made by others while defending their own
creations — and all done in English!

Surprise enhances involvement

Ms. Ng believes that the class debate encouraged students to form
different types of English sentences such as "This is a shopping
centre. This is not a swimming centre. Why is there a swimming pool
in the shopping centre?" When listening to a recording of the class
afterwards, her students were genuinely surprised that they had
spoken English spontaneously.

Ms. Ng puts it this way — "When teaching English sentences, you
must let students communicate using their familiar and favourite
things. This helps them understand more and speak English
unconsciously. During a 35—-minute class, | like to take 5 minutes to
spring some surprises to attract students” attention. For example, |
put a clothes hanger on the back of one student just to see how the
class will react in English. Of course, my objective is not only to get
the students to react in English but also to help them understand
the correct syntax and grammar of what they have tried to say. After
that, | let them dominate the class for the rest of the period."

Years of Teaching: 26 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 2 to 6 (English Language)

Student care at all levels

Ms. Ng said, "It doesn’t matter if mistakes are made when students
speak English. The most important thing is that they are
encouraged to speak and not be afraid of getting laughed at by
other classmates." Clearly, Ms. Ng is an outstanding teacher
providing a sense of comfort for her students which facilitates their
learning.

Ms. Ng said, "Able students generally know how to benefit from the
learning opportunites. However, for less competent students, | need
to do more preparation." That is why during recess you will find Ms.
Ng talking to students and preparing detailed work sheets based
on their learning abilities. She makes sure students know how to
complete their exercises step by step and helps them become
familiar with English grammar. She even bought colour pencils for
her students” writing exercises to help them highlight different
sentence structures.

Recognition leads to enhancement

Once, in order to teach less competent students how to learn and
read English poems, Ms. Ng recorded a poem ten times for her
students, starting from a single word, a paragraph and then the
entire poem. Despite the time and effort spent, Ms. Ng insisted on
doing it. She said, "l want to give students the opportunity to create
their own success. If they feel they have the ability and confidence,
they will progress quickly."

Ms. Ng believes that studying for both Bachelor and Master
degrees in education in recent years has helped inspire her
teaching. She now has a host of magical teaching tools at her
disposal. In addition to using treasure—hunting games to teach
prepositions like "in front of', "behind" and "on top of", her tool kit
also includes famous English dramas, student dramas, political
discourses, questionnaires, and many more.

My teaching beliefs

"The fundamental meaning of education is to
explore the potential of students and give them
opportunities to thrive. Each person has his or
her unique characteristics, but the important

point is how to guide them. For more capable
students, I hope I can nurture them to become the future pillars of Hong
Kong. For less capable students, we should take even more time and
effort to teach and give them a great array of choices." ~ Ms. Ng Kit Chee

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE“;



= O pE

€ €
YA B YENEAZNNY VA BYEN

I | B

B © ST E NG

BETFREEHE

HEARBEE > EXEXEESBMBE KRB RNERE o
KESZEY ERAFALBR  FrER v Il 7
ZRELZMBEVE > EXEE B EEHE—WETSHEX
TEESEERSR LIPRETERN c REHLTEH S XX
MRINEHEB LR > &5 8 FR] 0 REMEREI LT

[ERXEIE] (process writing) & FE o

[NRREEFHRRATERBEXERE » FTUEE
ZRMMERTRE - —f  ARBRHUEKETER - £VH
PEER - REEBARMEL B0 DUEFE (Theft) R R H1EX
BE REMDEEFNBH —BRERERH > AEH/IBRE
B ABMEL  TRIBBIE o

[REZFAERVHBERSRFTIBA > ETITER » ZEATA
NV e - L ERE LRE > ZRS S
746~ 7 BNBRETREEEEL AT -XRBEZR
BEIRFT TR © |

EAFRRAN SEBACNE

REMN > EREEESENME Y Tre K/ NARNE
BE® > AAttfedaacisgfig e [REH > e
BIEMM S A LEa s FE o IfeEeRkBRAENEE
FERWE  flERE2EXELEEIRE] "Happy Birth-
day! Thank you for your birthday present!" @ 5 —[5 £ Bl 5]
REXEFESIBREEMEG  AEBRIEECHEE - &S
Bt EREZRE > PRk —LaFeEEBIE
W T RRERAOCE ~ AR o | ZEOHRN > ELUBE
WPNEBER D EhsNEBEEeXERNIRENEE o

PR BRBERERERE  AKERSHEGT  #th
MESTHA[MOTEFTIE » JRMEEETHRER
B EENELED  SENRELRN  c SEREEHEK
BHESN_Z)NAM ERFEETESERSHIRES
XER |

SERBRES EDHEREXR

B 1999 FHERXRBEEES » ZEHTESIATE
BB ITE + BEXRIZEIET 6 FRBHNEESHIENM
o BEhEERBERE B EE . BNBERER [E

e iU & 2 Ry

[REREENE _ES

HEFHE 165

WEBHS | N—T /NI (EEE)

+—

HEESTE | > BERARERRAZERERNEELE
BTG ©

[RERARERNE  RTERRISSHEARRE?
MEFERRAMTHERREE PRI RRANKES
Mo | ZRAGERASFRBEEEIRXAE B EETE
NREREFHRSRHNGE - AHASREGAREE) » E
MstEEETRNEERERR  REEFRELES

REMBHRR—EREREXRNZR » BT HERAN
#e IR XMIEXEEHRREEH/\ERERSW
@ XREAFREFTEEH R - BEE T LLE AR
REEHM » SBEZE -

s A1

ot R 1 TPV L

WL SR B o

o A BS/NRLPHBEREHIRIE R AN
METRBRED R MBEERFEARS > EPBURHERE ~ K
& REETHMRLES - WEMLMEY - | ~- RR2

Write more---\\rite Better

Awardee: Leung Chui Chun
School: Buddhist Wisdom Primary School

Books sharing in the English Corner.

Solving composition problems

Many of us would agree that English composition is a major
problem for students, especially in the areas of vocabulary and
grammar. When she first started as a teacher, Ms. Leung Chui
Chun, faced with this challenge, began to make English
composition a more meaningful activity by creating a closer
relationship between students and their compositions. Eight years
ago, having made significant efforts to study local and foreign
teaching methodologies, Ms. Leung launched the "Process Writing"
in her composition class.

Ms. Leung said, "Children are often not able to write an essay in one
go. Therefore, | ask them to make a first draft, then a second draft
and then a final draft. At the first draft stage, | prepare various
materials for them to use. For example, if the composition topic is
about "theft', | will write a theft case report as if | were the
policewoman asking children to answer some questions, so that
they become more familiar with the topic before they start to write."

Ms. Leung added, "Many children may just copy words and
sentences from the materials into their first drafts. It doesn’t matter,
because | will not correct the first draft. Instead, I’ll select some
good drafts to read aloud in the class and share some
well-constructed sentences and vocabulary with students.
Students jot them down in their books and use these new elements
in their second drafts."

Sharing good sentences

Ms. Leung continued, "Students dont get bored with repetitive
writing once they find that their writing improves with each draft. It is
quite interesting that they will selectively use the best sentences
and vocabulary. Say one of the classmates has written, "Happy
Birthday! Here’s your birthday present!" at the end of a paragraph,
another may use this sentence as the opening of his story. This is
called the "Scaffolding Effect' in a teaching theory, meaning
competent students will influence the weaker ones. So by the

Years of Teaching: 16 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 6 (English Language)

second and third drafts, grammatical mistakes or incorrect
sentence structures are amended and their English become more
fluent and sophisticated."

Ms. Leung is glad that students gradually like compositions.
Sometimes they would even ask when they can share their essays.
Indeed, Ms. Leung’s approach has been so successful that it has
been extended to include Primary 2 to 6 classes and the school
now even publishes a yearly volume of student compositions.

Enriching learning "nutrients”

As the Panel chair of English Language since 1999, Ms. Leung has
introduced various teaching methods. These include an English
phonics teaching kit comprising teaching cases, games, and
activities which she and other English Language teachers spent five
years to develop. Her team also participated in the "Seed Reading
Programme" ( 7& ¥ B9 3& 5t #l) organised by the Education and
Manpower Bureau in which educational experts pass on their
know-how and experience of enhancing students” interest in
reading.

Commenting on the "Seed Reading Programme", Ms. Leung said,
"All children love reading, but why do some gradually start to lose
interest? During the programme the experts demonstrated the skills
needed to keep students focused and engaged." Learning from the
experts, Ms. Leung’s school now asks senior class students to act
as English ambassadors, telling stories to junior class students
during lunch time and announcing daily English Language activities
during assembly. Ms. Leung plans to add more of these "nutrients",
as she calls them, to continue promoting reading in school and offer
more incentive to students.

Ms. Leung expressed her heartfelt thanks to the principal for her full
support to the English Language subject and for giving her the
opportunity to experiment, try new techniques and ideas and for
providing manpower support so that teachers have the time
required to prepare teaching materials.

My teaching beliefs

"I hope children will understand that the English
they learn in school is important because it is our
second language. We must arouse students”
interest in the topic during the learning process so

that they are motivated and feel satisfied and
successful. I'm always happy to provide the
‘nutrients” that students need to support their studies."

~ Ms. Leung Chui Chun

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE“;
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Mml United Nations Provides

Multi—Cultural Variety

Awardees:Petunia Gnanadorai/Law Chan Yuen Lan Ann, Teaching Experience: 16 years/30 years/11 years/ 9 years/ 6 years

Grace Pow, Law Yim Ling, Mabel Lee
School: Good Hope School

New ideas from a united team

The English teachers of Good Hope School are an international
team from countries like England, Canada, Australia, India and New
Zealand. This mini-United Nations has provided a multi—cultural
dimension and a rich variety of approaches to teaching English at
the school.

A rich source of teaching materials

For example, under the teachers” supervision, the English Society
launched a cultural activity called "A Taste of Australia", a new
activity for the whole school. Different forms prepared Australian
dishes while some Form 4 and Form 7 students were responsible
for a singing performance portraying the special features of
Australia. There was even a Bush dance performance! As English
panel head, Ms. Petunia Gnanadorai, is from India, the teachers
also organised an Indian show called "Indian Diwali Festival' as
well. Both the teachers and students wore traditional Indian
costumes and danced and sang on stage.

The special cultural combination of the school’s English teachers
has been utilized by other teachers in curriculum design. For
instance, the history teachers will ask for assistance from the
English teachers regarding the idea of asking students to finish a
project related to the history of selected foreign places. Meanwhile,
the English teachers will design interview activities so students can
have the chance to listen, speak, read and write.

Launching small-class teaching

The five awardees are all English panel heads of different Forms.
They told us that the school’s English teachers are not only
pluralistic in terms of their background, but, all together, make up a
group of 24 teachers! Such a large group of teachers has allowed
the school to address students” diversified abilities by launching
small-class teaching. For Form 1 alone, students are divided into
14 groups for their English lessons!

Asked about the other characteristics of their teaching method,
these five English panel heads of different Forms answered with a
smile, " We don’t have a definite model of teaching. In fact we use
lots of different models." They said all the teachers have great
autonomy in drawing up their teaching plans. Of course, teachers
from the same Form still have meetings to discuss and offer
suggestions. These meetings are supported by the school and are
arranged to take place during teachers” free lessons.

Fun and games

At present, there are at least 19 distinct English Language activities
available to teachers, some of them having been tried and tested
while others are still waiting for their launch. Most of them are
innovative and help students consolidate their English Language
skills. For instance, the teachers have organised activities such as a

Teaching Targets: F.1-F.7 (English Language)

"Form 7 Inter-School Oral Practice", an ‘Inter-Class Debate
Competition" and a "School Speech Festival." The response from
students is excellent. At the "Form 7 Inter—School Oral Practice",
students from other schools took part in small group discussions in
the school hall. More than 400 students shared the fun.

Pressed to spell out the characteristics of the school’s English
teaching method, the words "Innovative", "Adventurous", "Fun" and
"Pluralistic" are offered by teachers.

Our teaching beliefs
- "We hope students can develop an
 interest  in English  through
participating in all kinds of
activities.  They  should take

English as a learning tool to enrich
themselves and to build up the confidence needed to widen their
horizons." ~ Awardees from Good Hope School
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Horizons Through IT

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACBING FXCELLENCE

Extendmg English Learning

Awardee: Chan Pui Yee, Pearl
School: Kowloon True Light Middle School

Hi | We are in the RTHK s studio.

The IT Gateway

‘Students not only know how to use PowerPoint to create reports,
they also put a great deal of effort in creating beautiful websites to
make their content more attractive. They derive great satisfaction
from their achievements," said Ms. Pearl Chan who attended an IT
teaching course four years ago and discovered the advantages of
using IT in her teaching. With approval from the principal and
support of her IT colleagues, Ms. Chan launched an English
teaching computer platform as an aid to classroom instruction.

A platform for learning

This English teaching platform not only contains the English
assignments of her students from arts and science classes, but
also offers a discussion forum, information sharing zone,
supplementary exercises, alertness to common grammatical
mistakes, examination questions and many more. Students can
browse the platform according to their interest and enrich their
knowledge. They can even upload their personal profiles to the
platform. While using the IT platform, students are practising their
English reading and writing skills.

Diversified channels attract students

Ms. Chan believes that although some students may not have an
interest in learning IT, (traditionally arts students are less
enthusiastic than science students in this aspect), she really hopes
that all her students will keep using English when they are out of
school. Therefore, she continues to extend the scope of topics that
students can access and learn from in English. By developing
interesting activities, students enjoy using the platform. For
example, the school organised a ‘Festival E-Card Design
Programme" with a subsidy from the Education and Manpower
Bureau. It attracted an overwhelming response from the students.

In order to train the listening abilities of students, Ms. Chan requests
students to submit a listening report every week. Students are free
to choose their topics which include TV shows, films, news reports,
etc. and are asked to write a summary report with personal
comments.

Years of Teaching: 17 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 6 (English Language)

English activities in school

There is a wide range of English activities available on campus
including drama, musicals and an English camp. However, Ms.
Chan still puts in great effort to come up with new ideas for
extra—curricula activities. For example, she suggested the setting
up of an English Corner during lunch time. Form 6 students take on
supervisory roles to ensure that all students speak in English.
Moreover, before the start of a new academic year, Form 6 students
act as "big sisters" to introduce the school in English to Form 1
students.

Ms. Chan acknowledges that the principal has given her a great
deal of autonomy in teaching and is willing to allocate the required
resources to allow teaching activities to be carried out smoothly and
successfully. Importantly, her colleagues are friendly and work as a
team to implement the teaching programme. For instance, when
one teacher mentioned that the standard of students” English
newspaper reading reports was unsatisfactory, other teachers
volunteered to work with the students. Whenever there are teaching
problems, the whole panel works together and offers suggestions
for improvement.

Ms. Chan added that when planning or organising teaching
activities, whether related to English teaching, IT or other
extra—curricula activities, the goal should not be set too high.
Instead, teachers, students and other colleagues should have
enough time to prepare and not to be pushed too hard. Indeed, Ms.
Chan commented that up till now, she has not fully mastered all the
features of the existing teaching platform, but she has already
achieved satisfactory teaching progress!

My teaching beliefs

"With so many years of teaching
experience, | am no longer a teacher
who will spoon feed students. As an
educational facilitator, I hope students
will take the initiative to invest more

time to improve their English because
it takes a long time to nurture good English skills. I am happy to create
many interesting activities for students and hope that they develop an
interest in learning English on their own. Even if their progress cannot
be instantly recognized, they must not be afraid of English. If students
are willing to improve progressively, their English will become better

and better." ~ Ms. Chan Pui Yee

-
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New Model
That’s Ahead of its Time

Awardees: Lau Siu Fan / Tam Kwai Lan / Yu Wai Kwan, Silvia/
Man Lan Ying, Nancy
School: PLK Chee Jing Yin Primary School (AM)
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Years of Teaching: 9 years / 9 years / 6 years / 26 years
Teaching Targets: Primary 1 to 6 (English Language)
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A visit to the Hong Kong Museum.

New teaching beliefs supported

"In the past, teaching was textbook-oriented, the teacher was just a
person who performed teaching duties alone in the classroom.
Nowadays, teachers collaborate among one another to design
activities based on the teaching topics and make teaching contents
more coherent. This helps students learn, while teachers achieve a
greater sense of satisfaction." This, according to Ms. Man Lan Ying,
is a major change under the new school teaching model.

The school pays close attention to the latest teaching elements to
ensure they are up to date. In 2000, the school participated in the
"Primary Schools English Development Pilot Project’, organised by
the then Education Department to introduce the new teaching
model including co-teaching, lesson co-planning, modular
teaching strategies and experiential learning. Moreover, teachers at
the school devote themselves to continuous learning so as to be
familiar with new teaching approaches. This helps strengthen the
contents of the teaching programme.

Learning through daily life experience

Nowadays, with emphasis on learning through daily life
experiences, teachers will introduce daily life elements when
designing activities. For example, students learn vocabulary about
tastes through tasting different flavours of ice—cream, and they
learn to express the sequences of things through making
sandwiches and other kinds of food during lessons.

Once, teachers used the topic of "Thank Our Teachers" as a
teaching module. Students read out short messages to express
their thanks to their teachers. The messages were videotaped and
then broadcast on the school TV channel. Students were excited to
see themselves on TV and were motivated to learn English.

Creative activities leading the way

Teachers enjoy adopting a creative teaching approach which
arouses their students” interest in learning. Even naughty and

talkative students are eager to participate in the lesson and
cooperate with their teachers. In short, this new teaching approach
is not only an effective learning method, but also an effective
classroom management tool.

Under the new teaching model, teachers integrate their major
teaching materials in a coherent and systematic way which makes
them easier for students to understand. Before students join
large—scale activities, teachers help them master the relevant
vocabulary and sentence structures through various activities and
games. Afterwards, students are requested to submit a simple
activity report like a picture with a short paragraph or message.

Meticulously completed assignments

Every year, students submit a large—scale, project—based report
and make an oral presentation. Students are informed of the
marking scheme prior to the project. They then collect information
and prepare their materials. All the reports submitted are
meticulously designed and prepared. Through the project,
students enhance not only their reading and writing competencies,
but also generic skills like collaboration, information technology and
problem solving. Topics like a 3—day Thailand itinerary and a Hong
Kong tour are some of the project themes.

The teachers said that at the start, students feel uneasy about
public speaking and are afraid of being laughed at by classmates.
Therefore, when the school term begins, teachers explain to
students the classroom activities and remind them to respect each
other. During lessons, teachers act as role models to help students
build their confidence and ability.

g Our teaching beliefs
"It is very important to be willing

to try in the teaching and learning
process. We try our best to think
of interesting topics  when
designing learning activities. A
student-oriented learning approach makes students learn more
happily while making teaching more pleasant for the teachers"

~ Awardees from PLK Chee Jing Yin Primary School (AM)
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Thirty Years Beyond the Classroom

Awardee: Rosita Gatchalian Chow
School: St. Clare’s Girls” School

Thinking outside the box

When was the last time you
went to the beach...with your
English teacher? "Teaching
outside the classroom" and
"learning with  fun" have
become popular notions in
the education field in recent
years. However, for English
teacher Mrs. Rosita
Gatchalian Chow, a 30-year
veteran of the profession,
taking her students to the
beach for English Literature
lessons, or having tutorials
with students at her home are
nothing novel. Even now, the
energetic, creative  and
playful Mrs. Chow still has
great vitality and a reservoir
of ideas to share with other
teachers. It seems that she
is born to be a great teacher
and can influence those
around her.

Mrs. Chow volunteered to teach Form 1 remedial classes and she
enjoys it very much. She uses toys and different props like cooking
sets with the students and decorates the classroom based on
various learning themes. Students learn to express themselves in
different authentic contexts and practise English —— "do this", "do
that", composing phrases such as "l agree" or "l disagree", making
suggestions, and much more. Her creative approach ensures that
these classes are filled with fun all the time.

A musical play, "Rats" created by the
students.

Enhancing student confidence

How do you motivate a group of relatively weak students who have
no confidence in speaking English? Mrs. Chow knows that all Hong
Kong students are already equipped with a rich repertoire of
English vocabulary and phrases as they have been learning English
since kindergarten. However, students seldom have the chance to
use these words, and the lack of opportunity dampens their
confidence in speaking English. Mrs. Chow has developed her own
strategies to encourage students. Funny puppets are one of her
magical teaching partners. When students have puppets in their
hands, they naturally talk to them. Of course, for Mrs. Chow,
devising interesting games and activities is a continuous process.
She always encourages students to participate in the Inter—school
English Speech Festival disregard of their individual English
abilities. "It sounds miraculous, but | set targets for the students and
motivate them to compete with other famous schools. They will
make it at the end," said Mrs. Chow, 'l guarantee after one year,
students can make fantastic progress in English with their abilities
significantly enhanced."

Years of Teaching: 30 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1 and 7 (English Language)

Learning English through daily life

Daily life provides a rich resource for language learning and
practice. With the help of other English teachers, Mrs. Chow often
invites students to dine out in small groups of five or six to practise
reading English menu, ordering food in English and chatting with
lunch partners. Sometimes she goes with students to the
supermarket to write down all the food and brand names in English.
Then, they set up a supermarket of their own in the classroom. On
other occasions they may take a tram journey, take photos and then
give a report and share opinions. Mrs. Chow strongly believes that
students, when placed in daily-life situations, will practise their
vocabulary and sentences and acquire greater confidence and
linguistic dexterity.

Games, clubs and events

Mrs. Chow even converted her school’s storeroom into an English
Room. Students can now watch films, read books and play games
during lunch - all in English, of course. She has also set up a small
English cafe on the school verandah where all the waitresses are
Form 1 and 2 students. The English Club also organises a
Valentine’s Day flower delivery service. Students send flowers to
each other with an English message attached. Moreover, a popular
pen-pal programme allows students to share their thoughts in
English. Large-scale English events are held every two months
and are very popular among students. To date, events have
included Fashion Shows, Halloween Festivals, Christmas Fairs and
others. All these events are conducted in English. Only those who
are identified as frequent English—speaking students receive the
coveted invitation.

"The learning process is so spontaneous. The students just enjoy
themselves in the activities. They are not conscious that they are
learning." Mrs. Chow added that the teachers themselves have to
be empathetic and conscious of the dynamic changes in the
activities and the students” response. As a vice—principal, Mrs.
Chow has devoted herself to training teachers and conducting
English teaching workshops for other practitioners to demonstrate
how English teaching can be fun. Over the years, her message has
been spread by her colleagues and students.

My teaching beliefs

"We often hear that it is more difficult
to teach students nowadays and that
their English standard is getting lower.
But for me - the greater the difficulty,
the greater the challenge. However,

- one must make more effort and spend
time to meet students” needs. After 30 years, I still have great
enthusiasm for teaching because I love being with young people. |
would be so proud of my students when I know they have good
prospects. A good teacher influences students for a lifetime."

~ Mrs. Rosita Gatchalian Chow
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Humamtles Curriculum Integrates
with Teaching and Daily Life

Awardees: Ng Kit May, Angela May / Kevin Brunton /
Au Yeung Yau Wai, Janet
School: St. Paul’s Convent School

Flexible curriculum facilitates learning

Students in schools with English as the medium of instruction have
a lot of opportunities to keep in touch with English. However, the
creative English Language teachers at St. Paul’s Convent School
still introduced an interdisciplinary curriculum to teach English for
Form 1 and 2 students. Using the theme of daily-life experiences,
their new curriculum combines key topics within Integrated
Humanities which includes History, Economics, Geography, Public
Affairs and English Literature.

The teachers believe that through this interdisciplinary learning,
students will have the chance to use English more effectively in
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Moreover, the curriculum
aims to enhance students” self-learning abilities, thereby placing
greater emphasis on nurturing students” creativity as well as their
analytical and thinking abilities.

Focusing on creativity and analysis

The project—based learning reports done by the students are rich in
content and meticulously prepared. Students work together in
groups to set report topics, describe the learning methods in detail,
conduct analysis, and set out project recommendations, supported
by a wide array of charts, graphs and data.

In addition, some of the report topics are very creative. One report
recommended the establishment of a McDull Land in Hong Kong to
help boost the tourist industry. In order to address serious local
water pollution problems, some students recommended infrared
camera facilities along the river bank so that littering offenders and
those who dispose industrial waste could be detected. These are
just some of the excellent ideas that are demonstrated by students
in their yearly mini or full-scale projects.

Collaboration and Preparation

Implementation of this kind of integrated teaching significantly
increases teachers” workload as much preparation work is required
across students” different levels. Although teachers are not
required to become experts in all four humanities subjects and
English Language, they have to absorb multi-disciplinary
knowledge. Fortunately, teachers specialised in different fields are
happy to help each other.

With 25 years of teaching experience, Ms. Ng believes that with
globalisation, it is necessary for students to master multi—disciplinary
research to facilitate learning.

Diversified training makes perfection

The three teachers now conduct lessons adopting the diversified
approach. They collect information and brief students on how to
conduct questionnaire surveys and research on special topics.

Ms. Au Yeung said, "This kind of integrated teaching approach has

Years of Teaching: 25 years / 5 years / 5 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1to 7 (English Language)

Teachers brainstorm
together all the time.

been implemented for 2 years. The first group of students placed
under this system are now in Form 3 and 4. According to feedback
from other teachers, these students are more proactive and
enthusiastic in answering questions and expressing their own
opinions. This has a great deal to do with this new teaching
approach.”

Resourceful and knowledgeable teachers

The teachers express their appreciation of the principal’s trust and
support in allowing them to design this new curriculum. Moreover,
the school’s investment in IT has also contributed to the success of
their teaching methods.

The teachers have a deep love of learning. Ms. Ng has completed a
Master programme in counselling and psychology despite her
hectic teaching schedule while Mr. Brunton, from New Zealand, is a
versatile and talented graduate of English Literature who has
subsequently studied law and applied linguistics as well.

Our teaching beliefs

"We hope to develop students”
potentials, enabling them to master
learning skills in today’s new era of
™ learning. We hope every one of them
‘will become happy and responsible
members of the society who can master

the 7Cs of the motto of the school. They are: Charity, Conscience,
Confidence, Commitment, Courage, Competency and Creativity."
~ Awardees from St. Paul’s Convent School
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Creating a Natural

Learning Environment through Drama

Awardee: Lau Siu Pei

Years of Teaching: 10 years

School: Tang Shiu Kin Victoria Government Secondary School Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 6 (English Language)

Stimulating learning with drama

Drama education is not just a role—play game and it does not have
to involve a performance on stage. Ms. Lau Siu Pei from the Tang
Shiu Kin Victoria Government Secondary School has made use of
her vast drama teaching experience to arouse students” interest in
learning English grammar, critical thinking and research. As a
result, she has made learning English fun.

Ms. Lau invited Form 1 students to draw facemasks of animals and
then collected them to play a guessing game. Students had to ask
about the characteristics of the animals in English, e.g. "Where do
you live?", "Are you big?". Those who could successfully guess the
right animals could take that animal facemask home. During the
preparation period, the class studiously looked up words in their
dictionaries to master more vocabulary about some animals. When
asking questions, they made use of many "what", "where" or "which"
sentence structures.

Tableaux games enhances fun

The teaching of the "tableaux model" has also been a great
success. Ms. Lau arranged for students to hold group discussions
in such a way that they had to dress—up for a "Find The Difference"
game. For example, two students in similar costumes held different
test papers. The one with a 100 score had a happy face while the
one with a O score had an unhappy face. Through this activity,
students naturally made use of some comparative adjectives like
'She has a higher score than Mary.", "She is more hardworking than
Mary." Ms. Lau said that this "tableaux" game could be further
extended to stimulate students” associations according to the
situations they encounter.

Applying her teaching strengths

Ms. Lau reorganised the school’s drama education elements in
2001. She systematically integrated them into the formal curricula,
designing two drama education lessons for each teaching module.
Ms. Lau said that after one year, students showed obvious progress
in their English learning and it enhanced their confidence in
speaking English in public and answering questions.

Ms. Lau believes she was lucky to have the chance to study drama
and the art of communication in England. Later, she discovered her
interest in education and began her teaching career. For many
years, she has not only made use of her strengths in drama to teach
formal classes, but was also dedicated to promoting drama through
extra—curricula activities. Nowadays, she has lined up a group of
students who love drama to participate in the development of
drama education in Hong Kong.

Applying situational teaching

Ms. Lau added that moral education and even a person’s holistic
development, can be achieved through drama. For example, a
drama about how family members go through tough times, or
stories of children making purchases can also teach students about
mutual care as well as the value and concept of personal financial
management.

More time is needed to prepare for drama education. Ms. Lau never
complains even if she has to stay at school during weekends.
Starting from this summer, she began to further her studies with a
Master course in drama and education to enrich her drama
teaching knowledge.

She believes that drama education has not gained sufficient
attention amongst Hong Kong teachers in the past because they
lacked the relevant knowledge. She now wants to learn drama from
a teacher’s perspective and master the key elements in order to
teach better and share the fun of drama teaching with other
teachers.

My teaching beliefs

"l want to be the light that brightens my
students” lives. Dedication can make the
impossible possible and even create miracles. I
' believe education is a matter of heart. As a

teacher, students are important to me. Teachers

should never give up their students and should
not make comparisons between them. It doesn’t matter, even if they get
a zero mark. The most important thing is that they make progress next
time, so they can compete with themselves, not others."

~ Ms. Lau Siu Pei
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Breakthrough .

CHIEF EXECUTIVE;STAWARDJEOR TEACBING FXCELLENCE

Thematic Approach to Language Learning

Awardees: Wong Suet Ming / Lee Ching Ying /
Tang Mei Kwan / Kam Po Shan
School: Yuen Long Public Secondary School

Teachers learn by doing

Realising that students” interest in learning English had been
decreasing, four Form 4 English Language teachers tried to make a
breakthrough in the learning process. At the end of the last summer
holiday, they decided to adopt a thematic approach instead of the
traditional textbook—-focused model by preparing teaching
materials and activities to provide more opportunities for students to
practise English in daily life situations. This was aimed to strengthen
students’ listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in English,
as well as to enrich their English vocabulary.

The most difficult point is always the start. As time was short, and
being aware of their lack of thematic teaching experience, they
exerted a lot of effort in preparing the first curriculum. This included
collecting relevant information and designing exercises related to
English grammar and usage. Looking back, they said there were
still many deficiencies.

Diversified trials and training

These teachers are humble and said that they were inexperienced.
In reality, they had already mastered key teaching areas like
designing teaching themes for students in order to arouse their
learning interest. These themes included youth idols, mass media,
interpersonal relationships and healthy living. Ms. Wong Suet Ming
added that they also wanted to influence their students” ways of
thinking and help them develop their personal values during the
teaching process.

However, it was not easy to get Form 4 students to accept this new
teaching model. The teachers had to constantly explain to students
the objective of each activity and hoped that they would work
according to the instructions. Ms. Kam Po Shan said that at the
beginning, the assignment submitted by the students were
obviously downloaded and duplicated from the internet. She
explained and patiently coached the students to include more of
their own opinions. Later, students got to know the teachers’
requirements and were willing to make greater effort. This gradual,
positive change has supported the teachers a great deal.

Continuous revisions and improvements

In order to enhance students” interest in learning, the teachers
organised an exhibition of students” assignments in the school hall
after students completed each project—based learning activity.
Some of the most creative pieces included movie recommendations
via posters and oral accounts, were videotaped and broadcast at
school.

The teachers hope that students would understand that English is a
tool to understand the world and acquire new knowledge.
Moreover, creative and multi—-faceted training in ways of thinking
are also helpful for students. Ms. Wong said, "This thematic
approach can be further extended to other subjects. For example,
under the teaching theme of "Youth Idols", students have learnt

Years of Teaching: 25 years /5 years / 6 years / 6 years
Teaching Targets: Form 4 (English Language)

many vocabularies to describe a person. Our Chemistry teachers
are now planning to take "scientists" as a theme and ask students to
write a report on their favourite scientists."

Although the teachers say that there are still some deficiencies, they
will continue to adopt the approach in Form 4 classes in the next
school term. This is because a recent survey revealed that most of
the students supported the thematic approach. Students have also
suggested additional exercises, especially those related to English
grammar. With reference to the survey results, the teachers will
make continuous revisions and improvements and they are gratified
with the positive response from the students.

Students” projects are displayed in the school hall.

Our teaching beliefs

"Academic results don't represent
English proficiency. We deeply
believe that only when students

k "~ have more practice in listening,
. speaking, reading, and writing, and
it using English in daily life can they
get to know how to use English properly, which will benefit them for a
lifetime. When seeing students gain the courage to speak with
foreigners, we feel that the great efforts we put in have been rewarded."
~ Awardees from Yuen Long Public Secondary School
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Literature Helping Special Needs

Awardees: Ng Wai Shan / Leung Ying / Chang Kuang Yun, Vivien

School: Buddhist Po Kwong School

Learning through the rhyme and rhythm of poems

Students of the Buddhist Po Kwong School have vast opportunities
to learn language and literature including poem appreciation
sessions during lunch time, reading Chinese fables and parables
on the school bus and the school’s broadcasting activity: "Light of
Po Kwong". Teachers choose songs that relate to social issues,
festivals and school activities. The students love singing very much.
Some autistic students can even repeat song lyrics after just
listening a few times, bringing great happiness to teachers.

Ms. Leung said, "Once a parent told me that when their family went
hiking on the Double Ninth Festival, their son read aloud the
following Chinese poem. ‘A Lonely Stranger in a Foreign Land. |
doubly long for my family and friends during the Festival and | know
my brothers would, with dogwood spray in hand, climb up the
mountain and miss me so far away.” He read in a way that fully
expressed the mood of this literary piece. Now, his parents also

| )

Special needs children enjoy their lessons.

appreciate the poem reading activities. Many people, including
myself, have wondered what’s the need for mentally disabled
people to learn literary works. But, the truth is they really
understand a great deal about literature, and this is encouraging. "

Literary nourishment

The teachers and the principal of the school believe that the
objective of language education is not only enabling students to
handle practical daily needs, like reading road signs and filling out
forms, but also to fully enjoy the experience of language learning.
That is why in recent years, the school has put so much effort into
promoting literary works as teaching content. Poems, with their
rhyme and rhythm, are easy for students to read aloud, which
arouse students” interest in learning. It also reinforces students”
sense of success and helps them read aloud other articles in class.

Up till now there were inadequate teaching materials for students
with special needs in the market. Teachers had to compile teaching
materials for themselves. Moreover, the great differences in ability

Years of Teaching: 14 years /9 years / 9 years
Teaching Targets: Students with special needs
(mild / medium level)

among students made it even more difficult and that increased the
workload on teachers. However, starting from last year, teachers
selected some literary series as the reading materials for the class.
In addition, teachers also edited a self-learning guidebook for
parents to help their children learn at home.

Recognition facilitates proactive learning

The school emphasises helping students develop their interest in
proactive learning and creating an environment for students’
self-learning. There had been a basic ‘library” when the school was
previously housed in an old building. Ms. Chang furthered her
studies in library science after school to learn how to make the
library collection more comprehensive. Moreover, the school
adopts a recognition approach to get the students motivated to
read their favourite books, which has proven very effective. In
addition, a popular "campus mailbox" has been set up to create
more writing opportunities for students. These activities are
welcomed by students.

Apart from the above measures, the school also organises
competitions to strengthen students” proactive learning. Do not
assume that reading aloud, saying tongue-twisters and writing
calligraphy baffle the students. They are very active and they like to
get compliment from others, which enhances their confidence in
studies.

Stimulate learning to benefit students for life

As the panel head of Chinese Language, Ms. Ng said that the
school, with support of the principal, had been introducing
innovative teaching practices and ideas. As the teachers have
become more experienced and mature in using these materials and
ideas, and as there are more human resources available, teachers
are able to make use of their free lessons in school to consolidate
the teaching content and information to develop and prepare better
teaching materials for the school’s Chinese Language programme.

In large the teachers want to create a more vibrant language
learning environment for students that will enhance their
self-learning abilities for their lifelong benefit.

Our teaching beliefs
"What we do are not earth-shaking,
pioneering events. We just work
steadily and surely, trying ways to
break down students” innate and

acquired obstacles, and enhance their
overall language ability. Although there are limitations to mentally
disabled students” potential, we don’t know when they will be suddenly
inspired or stimulated. That is the day we are longing for."

~Awardees from Buddhist Po Kwong School
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"Language Development Milestone"

Designers

Awardees: Lam Siu Ling / Ng Yee Ling / Yip Yee Fa
School: PLK Yu Lee Mo Fan Memorial School

Research for Better teaching

Teachers often design new teaching materials. However, with
30-year experience in special education, Ms. Lam Siu Ling, the
principal and a teacher at a special school, and who previously
taught at the Institute of Education, has deep feelings regarding
the difficulties teachers face when assisting children with special
needs in language development. Therefore, Ms. Lam devotes
herself to the research and development of language teaching for
students with special needs, despite her hectic teaching schedule.

In 1998, with consultancy support from lecturers of the Speech
Therapy Department at the University of Hong Kong, and the
backing of her school, Ms. Lam started to develop the "Language
Development Milestone" for children of linguistic age 1to 5 1/2. The
‘Language Development Milestone" lists in detail four different
stages of oral comprehension and expression ability. It also
classifies the characteristics of single word, double words, triple
words and over at each development stage, and provides teachers
with a precise and accurate language assessment mechanism, part
of the Language Teaching Kit, allowing teachers to thoroughly
understand the language development of their students.

Step-by-step language development

Children with special needs may know how to say 'sit on the
couch", but do not know how to say "go to the park". These two
sentence seem alike and both belong to sentence patterns in the
second stage of double—-word development in Chinese. The former
is a combination of "posture" and "place" (classified as stage 2.4)
and the latter is a combination of "action" and "place" (classified as
stage 2.6). According to the classification of the Language
Teaching Kit, children should reach the former stage before arriving
at the latter. In fact, between these two stages, there is still stage
2.5, a combination of "characteristics" and "people/thing/place’, e.qg.
red apple, yellow banana, and so on. Children have to learn how to
master this stage before they can proceed.

Ms. Ng Yee Ling puts it more succinctly, "Children are weak in
mastering and using adjectives. Knowing what the problem is, we
can enhance the relevant training and help children pass this stage
more easily, strengthening their language ability to express
themselves."

Years of Teaching: 30 years / 6 years / 6 years
Teaching Targets: Students with special needs (medium level)

Total support for teaching

Having experienced teaching situations without the help of an
assessment mechanism, Ms. Yip Yee Fa has found the "Language
Development Milestone" a very helpful tool for teachers to assess
the language abilities of students. Although it takes teachers a while
to understand the mechanism due to its detailed classifications,
with practice it is easily mastered. As Ms. Ng and Ms. Yip have had
outstanding results using the teaching kit and helped prepare the
teaching materials, they were recommended to receive the award.

In addition to the "Language Development Milestone" assessment
tool, Ms. Lam has developed a "Parental Communication Training
Curriculum®. It covers 54 topics including a target—oriented
curricula, a language learning activity guide and a user manual,
providing teachers with a vast amount of hands-on teaching
resources.

Devoted to improvement

In January 2004, Ms. Lam also wrote the "Let’s Talk With Our
Children — A Language Intervention Guide for Parents (Special
Education)". It divides children’s expression abilities into three
groups: "non-oral’, "oral' and "words" and provides a full set of
teaching materials and recommended oral exercises to help
parents improve their children’s communication skills in daily life.

In order to benefit more children, Ms. Lam has started to create
teaching kits and assessment tools for special education students
in China. She also actively participates in various seminars and
discussion sessions to share her experience with other
practitioners.

My teaching beliefs

"Unlike mainstream schools, special
education is particularly student-oriented.
It assists students to solve practical
problems in their daily lives. I look on my

role as that of a helping person teaching
another person. This generates the greatest potential for the development
of my students. For many years, my students have given me great
happiness, yet, when I listen to their innocent voices, I know that I can do
more... | have never felt tired for the past 30 years."

~ Ms. Lam Siu Ling (photo, centre)
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Creating Value with Language

Awardee: Lai Yin King
School: The John F. Kennedy Centre

Ms. Lai loves her students
.' and shares her ideas with the
class all the time.

Encouraging writing through sharing

If words could not unite one with another, then language would be
deemed tasteless, boring, and even a waste of time. Ms. Lai Yin
King has a passion for Chinese literature. She has been working
with students at the John F. Kennedy Centre for 23 years, learning
how to appreciate literature and the noble sentiments of the great
writers, as well as the blessing of life.

Ms. Lai feels a close affinity to language, and naturally she
encourages her students to write. Students write to express their
feelings towards people and things in their daily lives. Many
students write from the heart and gradually develop an interest in
writing. As time goes by, they become used to expressing
themselves in writing. Ms. Lai is so happy with their work that she
has arranged for publication of their articles. These books
demonstrate the simple yet sensitive thoughts of the students.

"Words for me are my flower petals. With words, | can
express my heartfelt thanks to life, to all beautiful things and
to love." ~ Yip Hoi Man (excerpted from the book "It is lucky to
be alive")

"The growth of life is not restricted to the physical body. What
makes us fall is the giving up of ourselves in our minds. The
wholeness and healthy state of mind is the most important
part of our lives. Imagine if this school had not existed, there
were no teachers to teach, to encourage and to support us,
we would have never discovered that we ourselves are
already a kind of blessing. If we had not received the care
from so many teachers and had not been baptized with love,
we wouldn 't admire life and the fact that we are lucky to be
alive wouldn't have become our common experience." ~ Lee
Kai Leung (excerpted from the book "It is lucky to be alive")

Years of Teaching: 28 years
Teaching Targets: Form 1 to 6 (Special Education)

Helping students to improve their abilities

Students love to attend Ms. Lai’s class. They do not think they are
in a class, but rather they are with a person they like. In her
kindness, they discover aspects of their own life and accept their
uniqueness. Despite their physical disabilities, they do not give up.
Their sense of pride, self-confidence and self-respect are all firmly
established.

Using language study as a starting point instead of the ultimate
goal, Ms. Lai lets students recognize their value. For those who are
weaker and lacking confidence, as long as they are willing to learn,
Ms. Lai will try her best to assist them. If students are weak in oral
expression, Ms. Lai uses conversation and "scientific research" as
teaching activities, and even trains them to participate in speech
festivals to strengthen their abilites and breakthrough their
limitations. Nevertheless, Ms. Lai never lowers her standards
because she does not want to take away their self-esteem.

Student-oriented approach wins students” trust

Ms. Lai’s student—oriented approach helps students perform and
enables them to experience their own values. It cannot be replaced
by academic results or scores. Despite that, Ms. Lai admits that like
all teachers she still has her hands full when dealing with naughty
students in class!

Being a direct and honest person, Ms. Lai really likes the purity of
her school and the innocence of her students. In a big classroom
with 9 to 10 students sitting together, listening to humorous and
meaningful teaching, sharing conversations and laughter, in such a
free learning environment students progress together and treasure
their friendship. Such a free—learning environment makes them
forget their physical disabilities as they focus on treasuring the
wonder of life.

i My teaching beliefs
"Disabled people are firstly human
beings, then disabled. These students
are part of mankind. Man should
treasure the passion and
relationships with each other so that

during our short life span we learn to
recognize, develop and demonstrate our potentials as we experience the
happiness of growing and developing." ~ Ms. Lai Yin King
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Kindergarten Students Who Love Dictionaries

Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence(Certificate of Merit)

Language Development for Students in Kindergartens

Awardees: Wong Siu Kwan/ Lam Sau Fong/ Lee Kim Yee Years of Teaching: 24 years / 20 years / 21 years
School: Kowloon Rhenish School (Kindergarten Section) Teaching Targets: Kindergarten students

Reading aloud

The objectives of pre—school education lie in enhancing children’s
interest in learning, setting a solid language foundation, nurturing
inter—personal skills, a good personality, and establishing a set of
positive values. In Kowloon Rhenish School (Kindergarten Section),
however, stuednts love not only learning, but show so much interest
in Chinese vocabulary that they proactively check their dictionaries
for new words. How do the teachers do it ?

The secret to the students” enthusiasm is the "Reading Aloud"
programme. Teachers select special books and read aloud with the
students, word by word. At first students may not be used to this
kind of reading exercise, which is different from traditional
storytelling. However, with specially designed questions,
integrations, illustrations and predictions, students soon discover
the fun of reading which heightens their interest in vocabulary
recognition and reading.

Over the past seven years, the three teachers have taken the lead
to participate in the programme and share their skills with other
teachers and parents. Who said children nowadays don't like
reading and writing anymore?

(lower / middle / upper classes)

PR iz Tz

Children enjoy reading books.

Our teaching beliefs

"Love and respect are the foundation for
developing relationship with children.
With smiles, physical contact and
empathy, children can feel our sincerity.

This, in turn, opens up their hearts and
lets us enter their little world." ~ Recipients of the Certificate of Merit:
Kowloon Rhenish School (Kindergarten Section)
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